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To the High and Honourable 
Court of Parliament. 

TTTHAT others have done by 



the Law of your authority , 
1}' "Presented before ye their advice 
in matters of Religion; I shall, 
from the law of love to your Jv^t 
^^ authority t present ye, not my ad- 
vice (the Lord himself advise and 
/ counsel ye) but some things which 
?; concern the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
^ the peace and prosperity of your 
» Kingdom: and that I may not be J^jIXt'^ 
disobedient to the heavenly vision, W<f ^^"i'" 
or light of God revealed in me. Acts 26.1 
There are two Principles in the 
.■^' world which have these sad, and 
darh conclusions attending them, 
the two Principles are these : 

1 . That such as conform not to 
the Doctrine and discipline estab- 
lished ; and yet as to the State are 
^ood Subjects, and peaceabl\f ^- 
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doctrine and discipline establisli 
destroys the true interests of 
states and kingdoms^ excluding 
societies of men, but of one J 
and ybrm, though never so pea 
ably affected^ or obedient as n 
and SubjectSy respectively to 
State J and civil government the 
of, and was never found in t 
State^ or Church Polity by dis 
appointment, but in that one \ 
tion of the Jews, whose Polity 
to such a form, God himself pe 
liarly made, owned and presenr 
and the Lord Jesus himself^ 
Jilled and dissolved. ^ 

For Heresy and Schism, I ki 

ye ought not to tolerate any, 

to let them bear their own ju> 

menty which is spiritual admc 

tion. Church-censure, rejecti 

excommunication ; which if ejff 

tualy as all true, right, spirit 

l^^ censures have been and are, is t 

». 3/ just proportionable judgment 

^ such Gospel-sins; if not effectu 

W^ then the insufficiency, weakm 

Ti^. unprofitableness of such as assu 

»«- such Church-power, and censw 

will appear before ye. 

And as to thai point o€ tVv« ^ 



The Epistle Dedicatory. 

Bent Ordination^ which some have 
90 pressed upon ye, distinguishing 
to ye, that their Ordination was 
from the Bishops, as Ministers^ 
not as Bishops. Right Honour^ 
ablty consider, that distinction can* 
not be, for there was no such thing 
as Ministers in the Church of 
Rome, or of England as to this 
saccessively pretended Ordination ; 
bat Priests, and Bishops, or Epis* 
copacy, and Priesthood: and sure- 
ly if Episcopacy doth not, yet 
Priesthood doth altogether evacu- See Mat 
ate the essence of Ministery now ^Mar^ 
under the New Testament as by ^^^' 
sneb Ordination : and how much 
more rational are their Arguments, 
who hold their Ministery lawful, 
from the lawfulness Qi Episcopacy ; 
than those, who deny Episcopacy, 
8^c. and yet have no Ordination but 
from them. 

For this Christian-liberty, it is 
such as preserves not only the out- 
ward peace of Christians who en- 
joy it, but the peace and prosperity 
of Kingdoms, and Magistrates, who 
establish it ; and the life, glory, 
and happiness, destruction, and 
e/i^^z/A of Kingdoms is wrapp^^ in 
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Bph. 5. so. the Christian's life or death : tb 
i£a.3.^' are the parts mnd Memhert 
PmI. 105. Christ, the apple of ibu ey#. 
Jewels^ hu anotn/eif , his P) 
his Children^ _ 

As therefore ye look to be pv^^, y 
pered by this i^ptri/ of Oad; M>v / 
look for wisdom from this SphU^ | 
Gocf to govem this State; M ye 
look for comfort from this Spbriiiti 
Ood in all year distresses ; as ye 
look for gifts from this l^pbrii si 
0(>d\xi2^h\Q administratums^ m 
ye look for the sweet sprntsti 
breathings and refreshments tnm. 
this Spirit of Ood in all the sevifri 
changes of this creation : ho€,pr^ . 
^erve, /ndti^e this iSJpm^ ; ^tmcik | 
not, appose not, oppreu not dds 
Spirit : confine it not to one oa#' 
ward form or fellowship of »•■« 
iThes. 1. which are not that Catholfe 
a£ ^i «. Church, that Apostleship of mfial* 
Bph. 4. 10. libiltty ; and they that aresptnlna/y 
live in that spirit and /ncM^ wbieh 
John 8.33, makes them/ree indeed, and it is 

b^i(&r» tion liberty of conscience in jrpiri- 

*''^^' ^^aZ^, from any men or itfimft^roliff 

in the World; because God loUf 

make Jerusalem a cup of trtm- 
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bling to all Nations , and a stone 
of astonishment; and the spiritual 
Christians will rather hold forth 
such things, to bear witness to the 
truths and to desire all to forbear 
persecution, as much for their own 
sakes who persecute, as for theirs 
who KtQ persecuted. 

And for that just power of Ma- 
gistracy, I acknowledge it a Power 
Ordained of God, for administra- 
tion of Justice and, righteousness i^s tS »« 
in the societies of men, and nations ; t^*?**^"- 
a Minister of Goc2 for ^ooef, a ^er- Rom. 13. 
ror to evil works ; and that we are ^' *' ^' 
to be subject to every Ordinance of 
man, for the Lord's sake ; and for 
this cause we pay tribute to whom 
tribute ; honour to whom honour: 
and all societies of Christians by no Rom. 13. 
pretence of religion, or liberty for ^A*^^ 
the worship of God, are to resist or ''^xbll, ^ 
disturb the civiZ administration of *^|;/^ 
this/Kn&er: but as to that consider- 
ation ; all Christians are to suffer 
according to the will of God, (all 
lawful ways for preservation of 
iSto^^s and Kingdoms still excepted) 
and all such Magistracy are to pre- 
Berve their respective States, by all 
wholesome, lawful^ ca\iX\oii^ 
A 2 
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Laws find Ordinances,in Peace; i 
as while liberty or indulgenc^f t 
to the tender consciences in 
is spoken on, jet no leas securiti 
of the StatCy no ^Uminution to 



just power of ATo^/racy ; iio]fl^^^\/ 
preservation of Uie Peace of Av ^ 
Kingdom is desired by those Ibit 
are truly spiritual. And thoasjli 
many su£Fer under the name of A^ 
refic< and iSeAi5ma^« before jis» 
for not conforming to the present 
doctrine^nddisc^line established s 
Right Honourable, consider^ iHier 
ther this doth not call in questioB 
all the very present doctrine sad. 
discipline so established; for bjlUi 
very thing of judging all Tneom^ 
formity to the present worship and 
form of things to be Heresy ; hf 
the same, all this present /orm of \ 
worship and confession of faitk is 
judged Heresy and Schism, to tiie 
late former goyemment, and doe- 
trine established in the Church of 
Eoglaod: thispresenti^iioefofm«ii 
being no more that visible Catko^ 
lie Churchy and infallible ApostU^ 
ship, than the former were, so m 
the changing the former Articles of 
the Church oi England VhXa ^\«<« 
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' I confession oi faith ^ the Episcopacy 

* I into Presbytery ; and so altering 
j both ^Q fundamentals in religion 
I and the discipline^ is equally new 
j Ught and Heresy, as to the former 

doctrine and discipliTie : (and if it 
\ be objected) but this present Synod^ 
I are men of more light and Piety 
than the former, and so they esta- 
blish more truth, and bring in more 
Reformation ; if so, why is there 
not more love, more peaceableness, 
more self-denial, more power of 
godliness, than there was in the suf- 
fering Bishops, and the Preaching 
Lay^ Martyrs then; who loved 
Christ in himself, and in one an- 
' other. 

And now (Noble Senators) since 
very worthy things have been for- 
"" merly done by ye unto this Nation ; 
let not your Sun set in a cloud, nor 
your light shine upon those that 
have loved you, as the Moon once 
npon the Water, making it of the 
colour of Blood ; are ye not come 
' to the Kingdom in Peace? Are not 

• , the gleanings of Ephraim in the 

8 Vintage? Did not David say, sAa/Z 2 Sam. 
•i any man be put to death this day *^** 
» in Israel? 
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The Lord enlighten ye (if it I 
his will) more and more, in A 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and c 
the love of God, and of all wh 
have any thing of God in them, ai^ 
let you see those things which cof| 
cem your peace in this your day* 

Your Honours' humble 

Servant, 

John Saltmarsh. 



To all true Christians. 

FltlEI^DSy 

THE only scope of this Book, 
is to mind ye of an higher 
excellency, than mere created 
things can afford ye, of the truth 
as it is in Jesus, or in Spirit, 

And of that unity of Spirit which 
Christians should live in, under 
their several forms and attain- 
ments, and I have not held forth 
any discovery of truth, or of any 
higher dispensation, so as to darken 
too much other dispensations in 
which Christians live, or to lessen 
and undervalue their attainments, 
but only to he faithful in the power 
of God to his discoveries in my own 
spirit. 

I desire we may all hear one an- 
other's burdens, and consider, that 
God is in all his several Dispensa- 
tions, and measures, 2ind Christians 
are not to hasten out of any till the 
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Lord himself say, Come up hit2i«r 
and the stronger are to bear tbe m 
Jirmities of the weak, 

I am not against the Law, mv^ 
repentance, nor duties, nor ordL. 
nances, as some would say : So a^ 
all these flow from their right prim^ 
ciple, to their right end. 

I am not against the settling of 
Church-Government PrudentidU 
ly, as now, so as all of another woff 
be not persecuted. Because I know 
God hath his people under several 
attainments and measures, and is 
to his people in all these, in his 
mere grace and love, as formerly 
to the Bishops and thousands of 
weak Christians in Queen Eliza- 
beth*s, and Queen Mary's days of 
Martyrdom, in their forms. 

I am only against any form, as 
it becomes an engine of persecution 
to all Christians differing from it. 

I am not against the sitting of 
an Assembly or Synod ?X Westmiu" 
ster, that are so persuaded, be- 
cause, that is but to allow such li- 
berty to others' consciences, as we 
desire ourselves ; and surely if they 
would propound such things only 
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they have received, or they are 
conscience persuaded of to all 
e Kingdom; and so leave it to 
e Spirit of God and their mi- 
9tery to persuade and convince 
lothersy and not desire powerfrom 
hers ijo compel ^ this were hut to 
mister as they had received. 
I have stated some things, and 
uthSf as they are held in those 
ry grounds; the Spirit of Gocf in 
d Reader may judge truth with- 
t any determination of man. 
I have spoken concerning the It- 
rty of some that are spiritual in 
tward things of worship and dis^ 
jline without sin, yet of no other, 
t as the wisdom of God shall di- 
^ to edification, and with care 
offence, and Scriptures allow: 
7 the weak I became as weak; to i Cor. < 
em that were under the Law, as ^' 
der the Law; to them that were 
thout Law, as without Law, 
ough not without Law to God. 
3w in this Scripture, liberty to 
ings of former institution by 
)dy and of no such institution, is 
(covered ; those words, under the 
iw, contain liberty to things once 




into tk« -ffv^iSr tbto ^'y IflS 

line»».«"*/"l, Ve are cm^" 
^£puc^cyj^J^,^;fcigfc^ 
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as well as more corrupt adminis* 
trations; s^nd in. tenderness and re* 
spect to many thousands in this 
Kingdom, and many other King* 
dams, who are not yet out of this 
form, and yet Gocf may he in them, 
as in Germany, Sweeden, Den* 
mark, in England formerly and of 
late, God having his more spiritual 
times for them, as well as others. 

I have spoken of things here 
sometimes very briefly, because I 
find less of man in writing the sub- 
stance and truth of things, so far 
as revealed in us, than in tedious 
discourses and Paraphrases, which 
are many times rather the works of 
reason, and wit, and art, than of 
the Spirit of God; and I have writ 
not in that common method of men, 
because I received it not accord- 
ingly. 

I find two things which make 
Home outward Ordinances so ex- 
ceedingly, and in divine right stood 
for : the one is, an opinion, that 
there is a very model in the Letter 
of Scriptures to be discovered; 
which is to reduce Christians to 
bondage again, and to hform with- 
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out those very gifts, which im 
to be found in the word. 

The other opinion is, that 
setting up such Siform, is an 
mediate way of Jixing God, and 
Spirit upon it, which indeed j 
finer kind of Idolatry, to conci 
that God enters into outw 
things, and conveys his all gl 
ous, and Almighty Spirit by th 
whenas they are only signs, jfigu 
and Images of more spiritual thi 
enjoyed, or to be enjoyed ; and t 
of God's appearance and conv 
ance of himself in outward thh 
according to this opinion, is si 
as the Papists hold, as to Imat 
and to things conferring gr 
Ex opere operato, and all Idolai 
accordingly, conceiving that ( 
immediately informs, and glori/ 
and spiritualizes those forms, i 
figures to the beholders; as the 
raelites when the Calf was ma 
cried, these are thy Gods Isn 

I know Ordinances used in tt 

true nature, and as things that 

the Parables, figures, and typei 

spiritual things, are not to be 

jectedy but many Christians 
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sweetly partake of them in this their 
state of weakness and bondagej 
wherein God makes heavenly 
things appear by earthly, that men, 
M Thomas, may see and believe, 
though blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet do believe. 

All I have now to say to ye ii 
this: 

Something of a mystery of God, 
and something of a mystery of Sa* 
tan. 

That of God is this, that the Lord 
doth in much wisdom suffer the 
weakness of some spiritual men to 
come forth : and by this, he carries 
spiritual things in more mystery, 
and manages die glory of his spirit 
through ways and things which are 
an offence, and scandal before the 
World; by which some stumble 
and fall, and are broken, Christ 
was set up for the falling as well 
as rising of many in Israel. 

That of Satan is this, to observe 
bow he fortifies corrupt nature 
against the spirit of God; which 
\spirit he knows can only destroy 
^is Kingdom, and reveal the King- 
iom of God; and therefore coun- 
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terfeiti the tpirit hj Mne Mwe 
turns nndappeartmces; tranafk 
ing himself into ui Angel of S§ 
end then casting all this as a sei 
dal^ upon the pnre Spirit of C 
by reproaches, viz. of praytMg 
the spirit^ and preaching by 
spirit^ and new Revelations^ i 
new Light, thus making the wa 
blaspheme, and the weaher Sai 
afraid of the glory of the sph 
lest it prove a delusion. 
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The Two Creations 

or Two Natures of Flesh 

and Spirit. 

THESE two Creations tire two 
distinct Natures, from whence 
all things of Flesh and Spirit come 
forth ; the two Adams are the two vfunciayi^ 
seeds, roots, or principles of these ''*^* 
two Natures or Creations, the SKrTtiOf^v- 
Old and New ; so as in the know- 
ledge of these two there opens a 
Prospect both of heaven and earth, 
of the first man and the second, 
who are the scan or womh of all 
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I Cor. 15. 
22. 

VfliXouov cty 

things carnal and spiritual, and deunrov 
into whom are gathered up all the "^^^ **^^ 
Mystery of Christ and Antichrist, 
and from whence the Mystery of 
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vwuof both are brought forth before those 
^a." that are spiritual: the spiriinai 
manjudgeth all things. 

The first Adam is the root of al^ 
fleshly Creation and Excellency ^ 
the glory of the first Creation i^ 
gathered up into him, as the ligh^ 
into the body of the Sun ; the life 
of Angels or Spirits, of sense or 
beasts, of nature or vegetation^ is 
all in him : So as man is all created 
excellency in the map or abridge 

Rev. 21. 3. ment ; and God, making his TVi- 
bemacle with man, dwells at the 

fia-Kfpfitn same time with all his Creation; 

ii^ZT' -^a»,heing the glorious and bright 
sum or whole of the Creation, was 

Roin. 5. 14. a figure and ^ype of the Son of 

htrOifot. God, Jesus Christ: And therefore 
he was said to he made after his 

Gen. 1. 26. own Image, which Image was Je- 
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sus Christ, called by the Aposth 
the Image of the invisible God 
Heb. 1. 3. the brightness of his glory ^ ao 
express Image of his Person. 

And while man was thus in tl 
Ima^e of God', and stood and liv 
in Communion with God, walki 
in that Paradise, or that Glory 
his first Creation, in obedience 
God, and participation of God 
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was the Image of all or any created 
excellency, as it was, or is, or 
shall be in order to a more excel" 
lent life, to a life out of itself, in 
kim who is the fountain of life, PmI. 36. 9. 

And while man was in this com" 
munion and dependency to God, 
as he was made in his Image, or 
as he was the likeness and simili- Gen. 1. 20. 
tude of God, he was the figure 
and image of Jesus Christ in his 
New Creation, or whole body, or Eph.4.23. 
Saints, who know no other life '!^^^'!t 
than in God, whose springs are 
all in him ; the Lord God being 
their everlasting light, and their 
God their glory. 

While they, like the golden Can- Zec. 4. 12. 
dlestick in Zechariah, are fed with 
the golden oil that is continually 
flowing and issuing through the 
golden pipes. 

The excellency of this first Crea- 
tion is but earthly or fleshly in 
the Spirit* s account, and as it stands 
in distinction to the second Crea- 1 Cor. 15. 
tion, or new man, or Lord from ^^^^.s^. 
heaven ; so as the circuit or fur- »of *«,??«, {_ 
thest attainment of man in this *'^°*' '*^"'^* 
Creation is but to things of this 
Creation ; from things oi rational 



Some Beams of that 

and Angelical glory to things 
lowest and most earthly life « 
excellency, of which Solomon w 
an Image : as his heart was /on 
like the sand on the sea shot 
and as he was wise from the Cedi 
in Lebanon to the wormwood 
the wall ; from the highest to tl 
lowest part of this Creation, coi 
prehending all from the top of tt 
Creation to the bottom ; and se 
ing the face of God in this mo 
darkly, as in a glass, the invisib 
things of him being clearly sm 

ara. and understood by the things th 

1. 20. are made, even his eternal pou 

^ and Godhead. 

Now all this excellency i 
glory of the frst man did le 

'• 3- God, heing tempted of the woi 
and the serpent, which wei 
figure of fleshly wisdom wit 
God, and of the weakness o1 
Creation in its own nature, 
was drawn away and enticed 
its life in God and comn 
with God, to live in itself, i 
life, and to he to itself wh 
should have heen, wisdoi 
life, and righteousness, pot 
strength, and preservation 
things. 
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And as it left God, life, and 
communion in him, was a figure 
or image of this Creation departing 
from God, and living out of God ; 
and now, according to this Indepen- 
dent sabsistence or life from God, 
it apostates and degenerates into 
that nature which is called the seed 
of the serpent, the old man, the 
mystery ofiniquitg,yfhich appeared 2 Thei 
all along in the carsed figures or ^^^^^ 
types of Cain, of ^^ati, of Ish- ^r^^ 
mael, of the children of the bond- cen. 4 
woman, of Judas, of iln^icAm^, JJJjf^ 
of the wAore of Babylon ; so as all oai. 4 
the knowledge of sin, of M fleshly ^^^ 
abominations, whether more spi- ]^^ 
ritual or carnal, are discovered in 
the knowledge of this ^r5^ man, 
thus discovered as he lives not in 
God, nor in communion with God, 
and lives a life distinct from the 
life in God, and all his actings and 
workings are from his own ^t/e, his 
life of this Creation, and to Aim* 
«e(/*, not from God, nor to GoJ. 

The second Adam, or Jesus 
Christ, is that quickening Spirit, 
or Lord from heaven, and is the 
root of all the second or new (~ 
tion, which is created according i 
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God, in righteousness and trui 
Eph.4.24. holiness^ which righteousness ii 
2 |:j^;{' called the righteousness of Ooi 
(iMWof. and true holiness, which is an Aa 

liness more glorious than the holi 

ness of the first Creation, an holL 

ness which is of God, not of mai%^ 

and therefore true holiness, or k(^ ^ 

liness in truth. 

This Jesus, or second Adam^ as 
iucSnn^. he is Spirit, is called the Image of 
^"'- *• ^^- the invisible God, the brightness 

of his glory, and express Image qf I 
I John 1.2. his Person; is the life manifested^ 
&^ the Word of God, he that is alive 
Rev. V 8 -^^ evermore, the -4 /|?Aa ancT Ome* 

^a, the beginning and the ending; 
ProT. 8. this is he who is the wisdom, mind^ 

or understanding of Grod, and was 
Mat. 1.23. in God, and is the Immanuel, or 

God with us, or God making hii 
ReT. 21. 3. Tabem€u:le with men. 

This Jesus Christ is that glory 

of God in which the Father is re* 

vealed, and so none knows the 
Luke 10. Father hut the Son, and he to 
**^* whom the Son will reveal him. 

This is he who, heing in the 
John 1. 18. bosom of God, declares him to the 

sons of men, and so rejoices in the 
^rov.8.31. habitable parts of the earth. 
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This Jettta Christ is the revela- 
turn of Qady even the Fathers this 
is the gioBS or crystal of Ood, in 
whom we with open face behold^ scor.3.i8 
as in a gloBs^ the glory of the »»orW^ 
Lordf and aro changed from glory '*'* 
to glory. 

The Some of men taken into this 
glory of the Son of Ood^ are that 
new or second Creation^ that Hew Rev. 21. 2. 
Jeruealem^ which came down from 
God, the dty of the living Oody -^fl^csy 
the /^drits of just men made per- H«b. 12. 2a 
feety the neip creature^ the Aea« 
tmi/y men; as is the Lord from 1 Cor. 15. 
heaven^ so are they that are hea* "^^^ '*^* 
venly ; the iptrthui/ men of him 
who is the qmehening Spirit ; so 1 Oor. 15. 
as Jesas Christ is made unto us ic^r.i.sc 
tte wisdom* power, righteoosness, 
sanctifieation, and redemptimi of 
God. 

This Jesus Christ is the root, 
seedy pftnctpUj or original of all 
this new and heavenly Itfe^ glory y 
and jputt to the Sons of meny 
wherein Aey enter within the veil 
or fleshy which is the first Crea- 
tiony heyond which is this glory 
and lights the Tell of this first 
Ten^le or Crmition being rent by 
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him who crucified all flesh through 
Hrb. 9. 14. the eternal Spirit, and entered 
Luke 24. into his glory, and is now passed 
M^tiv hi J°*o t^e holiest, through whom vn 
rwj^«o{av have access to God even the Fa 

ther, through the blood of th^^ 
everlasting Covenant ; which 6Zo(h^ 
%^"^t^' ^*® *^® ^™* Creation and Excel^^ 
*^ * lency crucified to the very life ai^^ 
blood of it ; this was the seal or 
mark of the New Testament in 
his blood. 

This Son of God is he who came 

to restore the first Creation from 

its enmity to God, and so in that 

Ministery of his flesh became the 

Cor. 5. word of reconciliation, by which 

r^rv ai'aKovwv the world was reconciled unto 

TnfMtToxxa- ^,*^ . and in this Creation wherein 

man had sinned and departed from 

God, living in his own life, the 

Son of God was manifested in this 

Rom. 8. 3. Creation to condemn sin in the 

flesh, and to take away sin, and to 

fulfil the righteousness of the Law 

in the flesh of this first Creaticm, 

Urn. 8. 3. the law being weak through the 

flesh; and thus he was made sin 

for us, who knew no sin, that we 

might be made the righteousness 

\ of God in him ; not only righte- 
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ausness according to the law, 
Christ being the end of the law 
(for righteousness) to every one 
that believeth ; but the righteous- Rom. 3. 21 
ness of God, a righteousness of J^^s 
more glory and excellency. ^• 

The Son of God did not only 
fulfil this, bringing home this first 
Creation or man to God, accord- 
ing to his first excellency and com- 
munion with God ; but in this ap- 
pearance in the flesh he was a 
figure of Gody whose design is to 
make his Saints his Temple, his 
Tabernacle, his Body, his new iCor.e. n 
Creation, his new creatures, his f coVfii.^ 
habitation or house. And God 12. 
thus manifested in flesh was a Epb.2.2^' 
figure of that mystery of godliness fl»^ »<t>«v<?a! 
in us, or God becoming an Im- ifim"'3.j( 
manuel, or God with us. ^'^^' *• ^^ 

And in his crucifying all this 
first glory in which he appeared, 
revealed that old design of God, 
that mystery hid from ages, and Coi. lac. 
now made manifest to the Saints; it^J^ 
nailing all the flesh of his Saints yov»%orwv 
to the same Cross, and being lifted '^"^'^' 
up draws all men unto him, which 
is the Mystery of the Gospel, or 
Christ crucified; all the life ox 
B 2 
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excellency of this first Creation 
being crucified in the Saints as ii^ 
Christ, whereby they enter intc^ 
their glory as he did into his^ anc^ 
John 17. are in the same glory of God mad^ 
one, as he and the Father wr^ . 
one. ( 

This is i\iKt fellowship of Chrisfs 
Phil. 3. 10. death, sufferings and resurrection, 
S'STavX spoken of by Paul, into which the 
^'^- Christian is received. 

And now all things of this new 
or second Creation, as they are 
spiritual and heavenly, are only 
in and through the same Spirit, and 
discerned in the same Spirit. 

And the whole Christ, or Son ^ 
1 Cor. 12. of God, is head and body, he and 
^'^' his, who shall enjoy and live with 

God in one Spirit, when God shall 
Sv irt <rwfxa be all in all, and the fulness of 
5r«f5xe»rof. ^^g stature of Chnst grown up to 
Eph. 1. 23, be the body of him whofilleth all 

in all. 
TotrXj^eoyua ^^^ Jesus Christ in this consi- 
iroJ.*^" '" deration of the whole man, nature, 
w. TT r^u,- ^^ \^Q^y in which God is revealed, 
""tev. 3. 14. is the beginning of the Creation 
^\. 1. 17* of God, the first- born of every 
creature, in whom all things sub- 
sist. 
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The true Church. 

THAT is the Church or body 
of Christ which is baptized eif Hvvwum 
by one Spirit into oneness and •^«'^^^^*^- 
unity of Spirit, a unity or incor- 
poration with Christ, being 7/tatfe John 17. 
perfect in one ; even one, as thou, '^^' 
Father, art in me, and I in thee. 

This body is that wherein all 
the members live, and are quick- 1 Cor. 12. 
ened in one and the same Spirit ^'^' 
with Christ, and in this unity if 
one member suffer, all the mem- 1 Cor. 12. 
bers suffer with it. *^' 

All the members of this body 
have the same care one of another. 1 Cor 12. 
This body is spiritual, and all the ^ ^^* 
members of it spintual ; because 
Christ is the head of it, and he is 1 Cor. 11. : 
a quickening Spirit, and the Lord 2 cor.3. 17 
that Spirit. 'J^^''- " 

That is the true Church which 
is the Temple of God, where God 
dwells : ye are the Temples of 
the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ is 
the chief comer stone of this Tem- 
ple, elect and precious ; this is the Epii. 2. 20 
Temple which the Angel measures k%N!\v\ 
with a ^oiden reed, and the Altar *^' 
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thereof, or the eternal Spirit, ixx^oa 
which all the first Creation ia of. 
fered in the Saints as it waa of- 
fered in Christ, who through th( 
[{eh. 9. 14. eternal Spirit offered himself.^ 
leaving out the outward courts o^ 
the flesh and flrst Creation, an^^ 
all outward administrations, whicV> 
are given to the Gentiles to treacf 
down. 

The Tabernacle and Temple 

were figures of this wherein God 

and the gloi^ of God appeared; 

and all gatherings. Communions, 

or Fellowships called Churches in 

the Gospel, were clearer types of 

this. 

:xof. ii^ai' This is the Church which is the 

Ifim. 3. pillar and ground of truth, the 

ilh 12 general Assembly and Church of 

•Z3. the first bom, which are written 

in heaven. 

This is the Church to which 
Jesus Christ is all, and in all, 
i\ih. A. n. filling all, the Apostle to this 
Church, the Prophet, Pastor, and 
Teacher, preaching to it, prophe* 
sying in it, feeding it, and watching 
over it, and teaching it, so as all 
are taught of Gorf. 
This is the Church against which 



r 
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the gates of hell cannot prevail^ Mat. le 
having Jesus Christ its rock and ,r^^ 
foundation, '&l''^ 

This is the Church to which all *^' 
the promises of Spirit, lifcy and 
glory are made to the believers and 
members that are in this Fellowship 
and of this Church. 

And into this Church all are ad- 
mitted through the Spirit of Christ, i Cor. i: 
and all are discerned members in ij^"^ 
the same Spirit, and tried hj the ^vt^Wro 
Spirit, 

And this Church of Christ being* 
thua baptized by Spirit into one 
body, is not to be divided by any 
outward things which are of this 
Creation, which are visible, out^ ^^\**'^ 
ward, and perishing ; or by any 
fellowship and ordinances below 
the glory of the Spirit, which are 
part of the first Tabernacle; nor 
are the members of this spiritual 
Church to be divided by any schism 
or division, procured or effected by 
way principle less, or less excellent 
than the Spirit of God. 

And therefore whatsoever fel- 
lowship in pretence of Church- 
notion, or Baptism-notion, or Pres- 
byterial-notion, shall cast itself 



14 Some Beams of that 

into any model of the letter^ ^^bic 

allows not communion with othe 

believers in Spirit, in whom th 

^ power of the Spirit, and of Chrii 

cannot be denied, but to be visiU 

and apparent, though not in th 

practice of some particular ord; 

nance, such fellowship will in tt 

day of the Lord Jesus, or dearie 

revelation of Christ, see how the 

have offended many little onet 

whom in these outward things the 

ought to have pleased to edifice 

Rom. 13. tion, the law of love^ and spirit o 

Rom. 8. 2. ^\f^ being more royal and excellent 

Col. 3. 20. than any worldly rudiment whatsc 

ever. 

The true Personal Reign of 
Christ as it is Spiritual. 

The Lord Jesus is entered into h\ 
glory, having crucified flesh, an 

Luke 24. sits at the right hand of God, c 
in the choicest glory of the Father 

i Cor. 3. where he is the Lord that Spiri> 
*^' and the Lord of glory. 

1 Cor. 5.25. The Lord Jesus must reign ti 
he hath put all his enemies undt 
his feet: he fills all administratioi 
of Dominion^ Judgment, Powe, 
and Magistracy , in the world,whic 
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is part of his Kingdom here, all 
judgment and power in heaven and John 5. 22, 
earth being committed unto him ; Mat^'28. is. 
yet this is not his spiritual reign ^ 
though administered hy him who is 
in Spirit. 

Tlie Lord Jesus hath a kingdom 
inward hnd spiritual, the kingdom Lnkt 17.21. 
of God is within you, the kingdom 
of God is righteousness, peace, 
and joy, \)iq kingdom of God is iCor.4.2;>. 
in power. 

The Lord Jesus denied his king- 
dom to be of this world, or to come 
with observation, as lo here, or lo Luke 17.21. 
there, as the glory of the world, ^^^' ''* 
and the kingdoms of the world is 
in its appearance. 

The Lord Jesus his coming is as 
lightning from East to West, filling Mat. 24.27. 
heaven ; lightning is a glory with- 
out figure, so shall Christ's coming 
and revelation in Spirit be ; for as 
the lightning lighteth from one 
end of heaven to the other, so shall 
the coming of the Son of man be. 

The Lord Jesus his coming is in 
Spirit and glory, in revelation in 
his Saints ; he shall come to be 2 thcs. 1 . 
glorified in his Saints, and admired ^^' 
in ail them that believe. 

The Lord Jesus reigns already, 



I 



16 Some Beams of that 

all things are put in subjecHam 
under him, death, and hell, oji^ 
sin, and Antichrist, and lik^ 

Heb. s. 8. wicked : only we see not all y^ 
put under him. Jesus Ckri^ 
reigns in Spirit, only his rn^ 
appears not yet; now are we the 

1 John 3.1. Sons of God, but it dothnot appear 
what we shall be ; but when he 
shall appear, we shall be like Attn. 
All itie prophecies, tmd promises 
of glory, and a kingdom of Anti- 
christ to he destroyed, of the great 
Battles, of the Thrones, of tiM 
new Jerusalem, of him on dieioAtlf 
horse, the Lord of Lords, mad King 
of Kings are most glorioos in ^Mfit» 
and most suitable to Christ in the 
glory of his Father, and for any 
other figure of Chrisfs reign «r 
kingdom, in any fleshly gtory^ 
political or monarchical kingdom, 
according to any pattern upon 
earth ; these conceptions or nodona 
are occasioned by the Allegories, 
and Allusions, and Parables the 
<^m^ speaks; which they that are 
weak and carnal, as some Disciples 
and Pharisees were, take more in 
the Letter than in the Spirit. 
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Antichrist within its. 

THAT Antichristian mystery 
which seems to be working* 
in so xnKXij figures and shapes with- 
out in the worlds and makes up the 
truth of those Scriptures of the 
beast y and the whore, and the false 
prophet, &c. flows only from the 
Antichrist within us, or the mys- 
tery of iniquity which lies in the 
flesh, or old man, or man of sin, 2TheB. 
the Son of perdition, as in the root, 
seed, or principle ; and in us you 
may find all the delusions and de- 
ceivableness of unrighteousness, 
with all the several figures it ap- 
pears in^ in the Revelation, and 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, and 
the Spirit of that Natural man in « Tbes 
us acts all that wickedness in us, 
which in the World comes forth 
only in Images more Visible, and 
fleshly : and to the destruction of 
this Antichrist we should look, and 
lay the Axe to the root of the tree, 
carnal wisdom, self-righteousness, 
high imaginations, fleshly appre- 
hensions of God and Christ, chang- 
ing the truth of God into a lie, with 
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all the false testimonies of our o\ 
spirits for the Spirit of God, L^^ 
counterfeitsealings and a^suran^^^ 
of our carnal hearts, the deceivaU'J^ ' 
ness of carnal reason, with all ot4^^ 
actings of the flesh. ^' 



The Doctrine of Baptisms. 

BaiflirtAm HP^HE Doctrine of Baptufm is 

itiaxn- J^ gy^jjj ^ doctrine as clearly and 

spiritually understood, and opened, 

will establish the Spirits of man]! 

Christians, who are much in the 

dark in these, not distinguishing 

Eph.4.31. nor discerning the Baptisms as 

SjsL^To, *^®y ^^^ i^ ^^^^^ ^^^ Nature, and 

I'HrS in Spirit, or as the truth is in 

Jesus, 

The Baptists. 

BAPTISM of Water being a 
Legal Ordinance^ though a 
more clear administration of Christ, 
was administered always by per^ 
sons of more than ordinary ^rt/V and 
, spirit: for in all Legal adminis^ 

I trations which pointed at and sha- 

' dowed Christ, still they were per* 
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brmed by some properly, and spe- 
ially, and extraordinarily enabled 
or that Office or Ministration^ and 
herefore the tribe of Levi was for 
administration of Ordinances then 
inder the LaWy and Abraham for Gen. ir. 
•ircumcision, Moses^ and Aaron^ 
ire* John Baptist^ the Apostles^ 
ind the more than ordinary gifted 
Disciples^ and Philip, and ilna- 
ita5 : nor is there any extant in 
ill the New Testament who did 
idminister Baptism, but they were 
(uch as by a power and gift more 
han ordinary could make demon- 
stration of their calling to the ad- 
ninistration of water, which was 
irst in that way of doctrine per- 
formed by him, than whom a 
jreater Prophet hath not risen, 
iven by John who Baptized ; and 
)0 Philip and Ananias, the one 
working glorious miracles at Sa- Acts 9. 
naria, the other having a vision 
from Grod to warrant and glorify 
bis call to that administration upon 
Paul^ and so all the Apostles 
Etnd seventy Disciples, were such 
who went about doing miracles as 
men excellently gifted for admi- 
nistration ; and whereas the Scrip- 
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tures make mention of some L 
dples, as those with PeteVy ^'W-vT 
did not appear to do any th^^^ 
more than others ; nor Philip , -^^ 
Ananias at the time of their a<^^^/? 
nistration of water ; it ouj^t t^> ^ 
sufficient to us, that the Scriptw/^j^ 
doth set forth John Baptist and 
the Apostles and Disciples that 
were more than ordinarily gifted,, 
and Philip and Ananias who hadk 
sufficient warrant to themselves b^ 
such glory upon them for that 
Ojffice and administration of water 
upon any, and for those other Dis^ 
cipleSy surely we see and read 
enough to tell us, in those that 
were so gifted ; and in them and 
their gifts, there is light enough t6 
shew us the glory of those Bap^ 
tists that did undertake to admi- 
nister, which in the Scripture me^ 
thod is sufficient for all others of 
whom the Scripture is silent. 

And for that of Christ's Dis- 
ciples, both in John^s time and 
Chrisfs, and after his Resurrec- 
tion, in the Acts of the Apostles^ 
baptizing by watery we find this ; ' 
That the Lord Jesus himself bap» 
tized none, but his Disciples ^ nor 



Bright and Mornmg Star, 2 

id he, in his first sending them 
)rth, give them any power to bap^ 
ze as in his Ministery, but they 
iaptized upon John*s account, that 
f water being his minbtration who 
baptized unto Christ as well as 
ley, though not in that clearness 
f ministration and Doctrine, as 
iiey did ; and therefore Paul did 
3II the Corinthians he was not iCoi 
ent to Baptize, and did it accord- 
ig to his spiritual liberty, he was 
Jew to the Jew, Sfc. and Peter 
nd the rest did it upon the like 
ccount: though I believe they 
^ere under more bondage to these 
utward things, as washing, for 
'^eter was an Apostle to the Cir- Gai. 
umcision, and Ananias who bap- 
ized Paul was a Jewish Disciple. 
And further, I believe, that as 
he Lord did suffer the Law of 
"Jeremonies to die out by degrees, 
nd to be worn out by the minis- 
ration of the Gospel, so he did 
hat part of Johns Ministery, of 
trashing, by the Baptism of Christ, 
)f his Spirit, I must decrease, but Jokr 
le must increase, which surely was 
ipoken not according to the per- 
sons of John and Christ, but ac- 
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cording to their ministration ^ wi 
is the great thing the Scripi 
takes notice on. 

The Baptism of Suffering 

THE Baptism of Sufferinp 
that Passion, Crucifying, i 
death, which the Body or flesh 
Christ was to he Baptized or was! 
TO pcivikTMa. in ; Can ye be Baptized with - 
ir.?S^ Baptism that I am BapHi 

The Baptism of Sufferings is tl 
in which the Lord Jesus was to 

Heb. 2. 10. perfected according to the flesh ; 

tZ^f"' behoved him to make the Capt 
of our Salvation perfect tkrot 
suffenngs. 

The Baptism of Sufferings 
that Jordan ; that stream or fl( 
of Passions which all the Spirit 
Israelites were to pass throug 
this was that River of Brimstoi 
which is kindled from the breath 
the Lord Jesus himself, throu 
the flowings of which he was a 
to conduct all his, and Land th( 
safely upon the shore or land 
Promise, or on the other side J< 
dan ; / have a Baptism to be be 
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' with^ and how am I strait' Lake 12. 
till it be accomplished ! BMmAa 

lis Baptism of sufferings is that fimfMivm. 
hich all the whole flesh of 
It is to he Baptized, all which 
18 not that only which Christ 
Stfed in, bat that of his body 
ambers. With the baptism that lyA ^wCo- 
I baptized tvithy shall ye be SJif"*'*^ 
Ized, That I may Jill up that Mark 10. 
h is behind of the afflictions coi.'i. m. 
Christ in my flesh, for his ^^'5^'^ 
*s sake, which is the Church, h ^ vapd. 

e Baptism of Water or 
of John. 

HE Baptism of water is John*s 
Ministery onto Christ : I in- Mat. 3. 11. 
Baptize ye with water unto " "**^ 
mtance : the Baptism of water 
% Legal washing, and therefore 
oned amongst things that are 
il; The flrst Tabernacle stood 
teats and drinks, and divers Heb. 9. 10. 
lings and carnal Ordinances, 
h divers washings are called iteupi^t 
isms in the Greek. ^' '**^' 

le Baptism of Water was there- 
in its Ministery administered 
ohn, who was a Prophet nearer 
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the more clear Revelation of < 
Christ than the rest, for a gr 
Prophet than John hath not i 
and therefore this Ministratioi 
administered by him who ^ 
Prophet, or one rather upoi 
account of the Law than the 

Mat. 11. 11. pel, for he that was least i 

^rsSr* Kingdom of God is greater 
he. 

The Baptism of Water wa 
g^ven in Christ's Ministery t 
Disciples or Apostles, who, 
he sent them out to preach fi 
the Jews, gave them not one 

Mat. 10. 5. to Baptize ; the Lord Jesus 
Baptized by John^ the Minisi 
Water, to fulfill righteousnei 
his, the Righteousness of wa 
which was Leg^ as Circumc 

Col. 2. 11, therefore we are said to be Cii 
*^' cised with him in Circumc 
buried with him in Baptism 
Baptism of Water was perfc 
by the Disciples and Apostl 
Christ in the Name of the Loi 
sus, as all other Legal Ordin 
were, for Circumcision and a 
to Christ, who was the end c 
Law ; but Jesus Christ hi 
never Baptized any, nenvtr w 



Bright and Morning Star, 25 

: administrator of it in his own per- 
!T 80D, he Baptized none, but his Dis- John 4. 
1. c^les, so as his Disciples Baptized ^' 
u none, as his only Ministration, but 
t as from John, and as in his Minis - 
he tration unto the Lord Jesus, and as 
•• a Ministration which was begun by 
h one who was so eminent a Prophet, 
D and 80 acceptable to Disciples that 

were weak and Legal, 
f The Baptism of Water was more 
I used by those Apostles or Disciples 
I which were Jewish, and to the Jews, 
as Peter, who had the Apostleship 
af Circumcision, and so did Ju< Gai. 2. i 
daize more ; than by the Apostle %^^ 
who was less a Jew, and hsul not 
seen Christ in the flesh but in the 
; Spirit, and was an Apostle to the 
, Uncircumcision, and professed he 1 Cor. 1 
. was not sent to Baptize, but to i y^ i^, 
I, Preach the Gospel. ^tiSc-^ 

e This Baptism of Water was called 
^ a Baptism of Repentance, and of Acts 19. 
of Manifestation to Israel, because ^****° ^' 
^ that coming of Christ in the flesh 
21 was the first opening of the M3rs- 
u tery of Christ in flesh to those who 
£ were wider sin and bondage, as 
f the Jews and the Gentiles were. 



26 Some Beams of that 

The Baptism of the Hoi 
Ghosty or Gifts. 

THE Baptism of the H 
Ghost or Gifts, is that B 
tism which is said to be more p 
hwvtCuem perly Chrisfs ministration^ 
^2^"*^ shall baptize ye with the R 
Ghost and with fire. 

The Baptism of the Holy Gh 

or Gifts was that Baptism wh 

the Lord Jesus promised his I 

ciples to fulfil upon them, and u| 

Mat. 28. their Ministration, Go, teach t 

^^' Baptize all Nations, in the Na 

of the Father, and of the & 

and of the Holy Ghost ; and /( 

am with yoUy Sfc, or, I Disci 

those Nations, and Baptize th 

with the Holy Ghost in your i 

nistration; for we all know t 

Apostles and Disciples could 

disciple or baptize any: who 

Paul or who is Apollos ? and t 

Ministration of the Holy Ghost 

y^rof rkf Gifts was to last that Age, foi 

^^^J^ is the Greek, not for ever c 

t3 d*2vof. ever^ or to the end of the woi 

as is commonly read, but to 
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Age, or during the time, or for the 
fulfilling' of that ministration. 
>(y The Baptism of Gifts or the 
Holy Ghost was administered from 
Christ in the Disciples' ministra- 
7ofy tion. Be Baptized, and ye shall 
Bap- receive the gifts of the Holy 
pithf Ghost ; for the promise is to you 
He o,nd to your children, ^c, which 
foly promise is that of gifts or the Holy 
Ghost, which was that thing pro- 
ho6t mised hy John upon Christ's Mi- 
bicft nistery, He shall Baptize with the 
Dis- Holy Ghost; and was promised 
pon l>y Jesus Christ himself, Ye shall Acts 
and ^ Baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
amt ^c. : and Paul laid his hands on Acts 
Son, them, and they received the Holy 
lo, I Ghost ; and the Holy Ghost fell 
;iple on them^ this was a promise in the Joel 
hem Prophets too. 

mi. The Baptism of the Holy Ghost 
that oi" Gifts and fire was in figure : 
L not C^i^ts Keld forth the flowing of a 
lo is Qiore spiritual Nature or of the 
this. Spirit upon those who were true 
St or spiritual Disciples, and fire was a 
or so Bign or figure of the power of the 
and Spirit in the spiritual Disciples, 
orid, burning up and destroying flesh 
the and the body of sin in them, even 
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this first Creation, upon whi 
fell, for it sate upon each of 
in fire, signifying, by its n 
upon their flesh, what part wi 
sigpaed to loss and purifica 

1 Cor. 3. The fire shall try every i 

rS^iKJf Joit.- ^'^^ ^f ^^^ *^' *' "' *^ 
M^urm&fitii man*g work be burnt, he shal 

*^' fer loss, but he himself she 

saved f yet so as byfire^ 

The Baptism of Chrl 

THE Baptism of Christ, i 
is his own proper and Spi 
and only ministration, is tb 
which all true Christians are 
tized inUi fellowship with him 
oneness with him ; and so bee 
wholly washed in the New cret 
or New man, or Baptized int 
very Name of the Father^ 
and Holy Ghost^ of which 
Baptism administered in gif) 
the Holy Ghost by the Apo 
more visibly was a sigpa. 
% t^ "^^ Baptism of Christ, ^ 
«-orrf^,4:c. the Lord that Spirit, the / 

2 Cor. 3. ^j, ^^g invisible God, the qui< 
Col. 1. 15. ing Spirit, is that one Ba 

spoken on in Ephes. 4, One j 
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t one faith, one Baptism, for Jesus Eph. 4.5. 
ea Christ administering in himself, ^{J^^*^ 
m and his own Spiritual Nature, can 
ifr only make us thus one with him- 
o; self, and with his own hody. 
■'/ The Baptism of Christ thus 
DT Administered in his own Spiritual 
ii Nature upon his, is that very Bap- 
k tism hy which we are in the fellow- 
ship of his sufferings and of his PbU. 3. lo. 
death : as many as are baptized ^™* ®* ** 
into Christy are Baptized into his 
death, snd as many as are bap- 
d tized into Christ have put on tkxp^'^- 
il Christ; so as this Baptism, by 
J which we are all Baptized into 
H. Christ, and put on Christ and his 
id death, is spiritual ; for Christ can- Roni- e- 
eg not be truly put on, nor any thing 
e, of his, his sufferings, death, or 
je resurrection, but in Spirit and ^^l^ 
M, Truth, whereby we are truly cru- chruto in- 
at cijied and dead with him, to our- ****'•* 
or selves and the world, and alive with Cai. 5. 
I, him in one spirit ; the same Spirit Rom. s. 

that raised up Jesus Christ shall «Wf mm/- 
if also quicken our mortal bodies, '^"'^^ 
,e The Baptism of Jesus Christ is 
i. that whereby we are baptized into 
m his body ; now his body is a Spiri- | 

i tual one, and fashioning like his 






rK«v<r|^ Tbe ^^^f"-;^^ complex ^y^ ".^ 
i» «'*».r;ror spirit; BO •» 






ton i« "^^''^ing *« ^C« 

^"i^-^'^itVuBing-f Christ.. 
The B*P^ ,„,fci«q and c 

i^ therein a» the ^ 

\ the resurrfci^ •/ .^^ , 

^d this » the D I- 
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said in this place to save us, as 
Noah*s Ark did those eight persons ht^it a-. 
infigure,therefore8aith the Apostle, ^ ^o!' 
ike like figure wkereunto Baptism B»f,n 
doth now save us. ^m 

TUWOV. 

JSjcemi 

The Divers Minister}/, with 

the Ministery of Christ 

in his Saints. 

UNDER the Law there was a 
Priesthood, the administra- 
tion of the Law and Sacrifices heing 
gathered up into one Tribe, that of 
Levi ; none was to take this office 
but he that was called of God, as Heb. 
was Aaron, 

Under the Law there were Pro- 
phets, as Moses, Samuel, Elijah, 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, S^c, the Interpre- 
tation of the Law, and the more 
spiritual Revelation of the Will of 
God, were administered by the Pro- 
phets, or some few to whom the 
Word of the Lord came. 

Both Priests and Prophets were 
Types and Figures of Jesus Christ 
to come, the great high Priest and Heb. 
Prophet of his people as well as in 
ministery to the people. 
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In the more clear Revelation of 
the Gospel, the administration of 
Christ was committed to a few, or 
certain Disciples in distinction of 
Gifts and Office ; twelve of whom 

at. 10. were called Apostles, and seventy 
Disciples. 

When Jesus Christ went out of^ 
flesh into spirit, or ascended, he^ 
confirmed and settled this minis'^ 
tration by- pouring out gifts of 
Spirit for the more glorious and 
visible quickening and spiritualizing 
this Ministration ; he ascended up 
on high and gave gifts unto men^ 
he gave some Apostles, some Evan- 
gelists, some Prophets, some Pais- 

i:pb. 4 tors, some Teachers for the work of 
the Ministery, &c. 

During the Ministration of Jesus 
Christ in the Church in this dis- 
tinction and diversity of gifts, there 
were such as were spiritually and 
visibly gifted accordingly, so as the 
Apostles and Evangelists, and Pro- 
phets and Pastors were known to 
be such, both by the Saints or peo- 
ple of God, to whom they did ac- 

or. 12, cording to their gifts administer, 
and to themselves, they adminis- 
tering in the knowledge of such 

Cor. 9. gifts of Spirit as were in them. 
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During this Ministration of Jesus 
Christ by Apostles, Evangelists, 
Prophets, Pastors, &c. the Dis- 
ciples that were not in the distinc- Acts s. 
tion or number of such, but were 
only called Disciples, yet did Preach Rom. 12 
and administer as they had received. 

Antichrist, or the Mystery of In-^ 
iquity, came in upon this Ministra- 
tion by gifts and Ordinances, and 
the glory of the Spirit and power 
of gifts went off from the visible 
Church, as the glory of God from 
the Temple to the threshold, till it 
was wholly departed ; this was the 
falling away prophesied on by 
Paul, and by John in his Epistles, 2Tiie8.2 
and in the Revelation, in the vision * 3"**""* 
of the Churches of Asia, and of ^7;^^ 
the Beast, and false Prophet. Rev. Ts 

All things in the visible Churches 
of the Nations were, and are, in 
the absence of the Spirit and of 
gifts, administered by Arts and 
Sciences, and Grammatical know- 
ledge of tongues and languages, 
and according to some spiritual 
measure received in some, to whom 
these things are in some degree 
sanctified and spiritualized. 

All knowledge and understanding 
c2 
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of the Original, all Interpretatio 
of Scriptures ib according to th 
outward and inward administratio: 
of both, through Arts, Science! 
and tongues acquired, and througl 
such a measure of spiritual under 
standing as each have received. 

There is no restoration of the» 
gifts of Spirit, which were in th 
first ministration of the Church, a 
of Apostles, Evangelists, Prophets 
Pastors, Teachers, according to th 
first institution, that is, so as th 
gifts of all these Offices are clearl; 
to be seen and discerned in Spirit 
to be the very unction and gij 
either of Prophet, or Pastor, < 
Teacher, as in the first Ministr 
tion, which will more clearly appc 
in singling that pure gift of Sp 
that is in each from the habite 
Arts and Sciences, and Langua 
acquired ; and from that Spiri 
understanding which is in all 
Saints, according to that wor 
the Spirit, or regenerate pa 
them, which is one and the 
for nature and substance of re 
ration with all; so as no f 
added, or proper, or distingu 
gifts appear upon any oth 
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count, but either a natural j or arti- 
ficial^ or purely Spiritual account ; 
not upon any account of distinction 
of gifts and Office as at first, when 
the Spirit was poured out, and this 
will appear yet more in comparing^ 
times y and persons ^ and gifts ; our 
times with the first, our Pastors 
even of all Churches with the first, 
and the gifts of all now with the 
gifts then : then the Spirit of God 
was poured out in gifts, and the 
Disciples were taught of God, and 
Prophesied and Preached from 
the mere gift and spirit received ; 
but now Prophets and Pastors 
are taught from another account, 
viz. upon a more Artificial and in- 
dustrious, and humane account, 
and their regenerate Nature ; then 
they ministered and spake as the 
Oracles of God, then they spake 
as the Spirit only gave them ut- 
terance. 

The Ministery that is raised up Acts 2. 
to destroy Antichrist, or the man 
of sin, which prevailed against the 
first ministery and gifts, is to be 
more glorious, and powerful, and 
mighty, as the Ministery of gifts 
was more excellent than that of 



/ 
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the Law; and so destroyed that 
power of Apostacy that had pre- 
vailed upon the Priesthood and 
Law then ; so the Ministery that 
is to destroy that mystery of mxr 
guity, which prevailed upon the 
Gospel Ministery of gifts, must 
he more excellent, and glorious, 
and powerful than that, and this is 
Jesus Christ himself called the 
Acts 3. Prophet whom we are to hear; 
Heb. 8. and that God, of whom we shall 
all be taught; Ye shall be all 
taught of God ; and he that shall 
destroy Antichrist by the bright- 
ness of his coming, and that iln- 

jev. 14. 6. ggi ^ith the everlasting Gospel^ 
' prophesied on by John, preach- 
ing and enlightening the earth 
with his glory ; this is the day of 
Jesus Christ, whose coming is 

[os. <i. 3. prepared as the morning. 

The Ministery of Jesus Christ, 

lev. 18. 1. this Angel of the Covenant, is 
through his people, who are his 
Angel, or the Angel and Messen- 
ger to him, as he is the Angel to 
God or Messenger, or he that was 
sent of God; and this Ministery 
is a Ministery of Jesus Christ in 
all his Saints or people, according 
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to his administration of light, and 
glory, and truth in them, shining 
in them to the revelation of truth 
and the Gospel: This Ministery 
exceeds the Priesthood of the law, 
which was hut in one tribe, and 
one sort of men, and was but a 
Ministery of Christ to come in the 
flesh: this Ministery is oi Jesus 
Christ the Prophet in the whole 
body of his Saints, come in the 
flesh, and perfected in spirit, and Lake 24 
entered into glory. 

The Ministery of Jesus Christ 
the great Prophet in all his saints, 
or people, or body, is a Ministery 
exceeding the Ministery of the 
Oospel in gifts of miracles and 
other gifts ; for that was in some, 
this in all, that of men more im- 
mediately, this of Jesus Christ 
more immediately; that of some 
gifts, which, though excellent in 
their nature and operations of the 
same Spirit, yet these might be 
such as were not spiritual, but 
carnal ; but the pure Ministery of 
Jesus Christ in his Saints, in him- 
self, as he is the quickening Sjnrit 
and Lord from heaven, is in none 
but such as are of his body and in 
one Spirit with him. 
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The present Ministery of mfll 
amongst all the Churches at thi 
day according to any appearane 
of the Spirit of God in then 
though running through the chan 
net of Arts, Sciences, and Lan 
guages acquired by natural powe 
and industry y is such a Ministerx 
as we may hear and receive or par 
take of anything of God or Chris 
there, that we find in their admi 
nistratian, though this be not tha 
pure Ministery of Christ in Spirii 
as we find the Apostles and Dis 
ciples of Christ in the Jewish wor 
ship in the Synagogues and Tern 
pie under the Apostacy and Cor 
ruption. 

Zeph.«. And this Principle of bodih 

and local separation I find is hot) 

Legal, and Jewish^ and literal 

1 Cor. 8. 4, and is sucked in by the Saint 

*'*• from the first Gospel discoyeries 
and from the law, and Mosaica 
principles of separation, and whei 
the Spirit of God is more in them 
they shall see it, and hath been, a 
I clearly find, no little hinderance 
and is at this day, to the power o 
the Gospel, and Jesus Christ ii 
Spirit, and the Ifody of Christ u 
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the unity of the Spirit ; and since 
our controversies in these outward 
things and Churchways, Sfc. have 
increased, the law of love and 
Spirity and power Qi godliness hath 
much abated ; while ybrm and mere 
letter^ and something of outward 
order, have taken up the place. 

And though this may be an of- 
fence to such, as Paul saith, who 
make conscience of the Idol; yet 
we know, saith he, an Idol is no- 1 Cor. s 
thing, nor an Idol Temple; but ''*' 
when they shall see the Christian 
as he is in Spirit, and the new 
Creation, and no other thing part 
of him hut what is glory, spirit, 
and life, and that all the law of 
outward order and form is only a 
supplement to the absence of the 
Spirit of God, and to order their 
outward man amongst men to their 
fellow saints and the world, while 
the law of the Spirit of life is not 
in them shining, and conforming 
them in Spirit and love to the Image 
of Christ, And for my part I am 
far from denying any Gospel ybrm, 
or way which appeal's to be the 
practice of the Saints then, be- 
cause I conceive that saints see 
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gathering and practising are y^t 
under such a ministration^ and an 
to walk in it while they are in 
bondage and weakness. 

But, on the contrary, I am far 
from thinking these administra- 
tions to be OUT glory and high point 
of Reformation, which oar Breth- 
ren of the Independent^ and Bap 
tism, and Presbyterian way do 
but in all tenderness, love, and yfi^>^ 
faithfulness to them, rather a m^ ^ 
nistration of bondage and we€ik^ 
ness to the SaintSf because the 
Scriptures make it clear, calling ' 
such ministrations our seeing dark^ \ 
lyasina glass, and seeing in party , 
and that when the more perfect is 
I Cor. 13. come, then that which is in peart 

8.0,10,1], L fj\ J '^ 

12. shall be done away. 



The Passage from lower 

Ministrations to 

higher. 

THE administrations in which 
God hath appeared, and doth 
appear yet in some proportion, are 
these : 

The law or righteousness of the 
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first Creation, in which God had G«n. 
communion with man, and man g"' 
with God, yet rather as with a 
Creator than with a Father or an 
Immanuel, and in the outward 6«>*- 
Court f or first Creation^ not in the ' 
inward or holiest ; Paradise itself 
being but an Image of the excel' 
lency of this Creation, 

Man having fallen through the 3. 
<mp^a^umof the serpent, or fieshly G«ii. 
wisdom^ and the espousals of the 
i£;<>9?ian, or the weakness of that ^xo^ 
Creation wherein he was made, 
hath the first law of righteousness 
presented to him in a new minis- 
tration of letter by Moses in Tables 2 Coi 
of stone from God, in which the 
first glory and excellency was mi- 
nistered to man in his fallen and 
apostated condition. 

And because the law or first 
righteousness was weak through 
the Jlesh, there was the lowest mi- 
nistration of Angels, viz. by vision, Heb. 
dreams, Sfc, added, and likewise a 
ministration of Priests, Sacrifices, 
Ceremonies, Tabernacle, Temple, 
Prophets ^j which man might have 
access unto God and speak with 
him, yet but in the outward Court, 
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or flesh f or things of this CreatU^j^ 
though he filled these with anotber 
glory f a richer and a more excei- 
lent discovery of his love^ in the 
promised seed. 

There was another miniitration 
Exod. added, of war hnd peace of the Na- 
tionSf enemies in the fleshy and of 
Josh, a promised land, or blessing in the 
flesh, and the Israelites or Jewi 
were to pass under this minUtra-^ 
tion, through all the enmitg^ opC^ 
positions, and battles of the iVia- f 
tions to this Canaan^ all which 
was accomplished to them in letter^ | 
and in that in figure of a more' spi- i 
ritual enmity, and kingdom, and I 
glory, which is fulfilled in the more 
Gospel-revelation, when the ful- 
ness of time came. 

The next ministration is some- 
thing clearer than all these, and 
something brighter than the kno, 
yet not so clear nor full as that of 
the fulness of time which followed 
it, or of Christ in the flesh, and 
this ministration was thatof /oAm, 
Mat. than whom a greater Prophet did 
not rise, yet he that was least in 
the kingdom of God was greater 
than he ; he was a burning and a 
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ihining light. The law and the John 
TTOphets were till John, he was ^^^* 
;he Prophet of the Highest, and 
¥88 sent to prepare his way, and 
x> make Christ manifest to Israel John 
)y word and water, and this was 
)nl7 a ministration in order to one 
nore spiritual, was to decrease, as John 
;he other did increase : the Bap- 
Hsm of the Spirit or fire was to lick 
ip this of water, as in that figure 
)f the sacrifice performed hy Elijah i Kii 
the Prophet, when the fire came 
jown and sucked up all the four 
barrels of water. 

The other Ministration was the 
Gospel in the flesh of Christ, or 
in gifts and ordinances something 
(nore clear and in more discovery, 
ind revelation ; for the flesh of Mat. 
Christ in which he taught, and did ^' ^* 
miracles, and was circumcised and 
baptized, was a copy or draught of 
that ministration of ^i/Va and or- 
iinances, which was as perfect as 
the first Creation in its glory and 
purity, and yet higher and nearer 
to God, coming forth in more re- 
velation of an Immanuel, or God 
with us. 

A further Ministration was more 
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nearness and participation of Grod 
manifested in fleshy or of Christ; 
and that was in graces or opera' 
tions and fruits of the Spirit^ as 
Gal. 5. «. of faith, repentance, love, self- 
denial, humiliation, meekness, all 
which are a sweet spiritual admi- 
nistration, even the light of the 
2 Cor. 4. 6. glorious Gospel of God shining in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 

Another Ministration respec- 
tively to a more excellent glory to 
come, is that hy Angels in their 
highest administration, which is the 
only Angelical and Seraphical re" 
velation, being something below 
the Spirit, yet higher than reason, 
or man*s highest principle ; and this 
John received all those more ex- 
Rev, chap, cellent discoveries to be fulfilled in 

1 and a. .1 . 

their seasons. 

There is another Ministration of 
more Spirit, of love, meekness, 
self-denial, suffering, overcoming 
evil with good, and conquering by 
receiving in the wrath and enmittj 
of the world ; and this I take on< 
of the last and glorious truths, r 
spectively to the flesh and the woi 
into which God will gather up 
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people by times and degrees, from 
all worldly and fleshly interests 
and engagements, wherein they 
shall be carried up into a more full 
enjoyment of God, and conformity 
to Christ in his sufferings^ deaths Phil, 
and resurrection. 

The Lord Jesus walked first in 
this truth, he was led as a sheep to 
the slaughter, when he was re- i P«< 
viledf reviled not again , when he 
suffered he threatened not. 

The Lord Jesus revealed this 
Gospel-truthy and distinguished it 
from the law, which law was, 
an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth. 

But he saith, resist not evil, but 
whosoever shall smite thee on the Mat. 
one cheeh turn to him the other 
also. 

Ye have heard it hath been said 
thou shalt love thy neighbour, but 
I say unto ye, love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good Mat. 
to them that despitefully use you 
and persecute you, that ye may be 
the children of your heavenly 
Father. 

The Apostle to the Romans re- 
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veals this ; dearly beloved, ave 
not yourselves, vengeance is trn 

Rom. If thine enemy hunger feed h 
if he thirst give him drink ; foi 
so doing thou shalt heap coah 
fire upon his head. 

Be not overcome of evil, 
overcome evil with good. 
The Lord Jesus prophesied 

[at. 5. this, blessed are the meek, for t 
shall inherit the earth ; throi 
their meekness they shall inhc 
through their meekness only s! 
thejealousy and enmity of the 1 
tions be allayed concerning the 
John in his vision of the la 
times saw an appearance of thh 

V. 14. Here is the patience andfc 
of the Saints, of them that h 
the cmnmandments and the fa 
of Jesus; to which that of 
Apostle to the Hebrews answi 
there remaineth therefore a i 
to the people of God, and he t 
is entered into his rest hath cea 

eb. 4. from his works as God did ft 
his. 

The last, and more full, 
rich Ministration, and most n 
is that of God by himself in 
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to the sons of God, into which 
Jesus Christ the forerunner is Heb. 
entered, and / saw no Temple 
therein, for the Lord God Al- Rev. 21. 
mighty and the Lamb are the **' ^' 
Temple of it. 

And this Ministration is fal- 
filled then, when Christ shall have 
delivered up the kingdom unto 
God; and this is not only done 
upon the whole body of Christ at 
the last, but is fulfilled in its par- 
ticular accomplishments y and mys- 
tery of Spirit here, there being 
found these transitions, passages, 
and resignations, and exchanges 
of glory in the Saint. 

He that can receive it let him 
receive it. 

The more full and naked Minis- 
tration of God by himself in Spirit, 
and / saw no Temple therein, for Rev. 21. 
the Lord God Almighty and the **'*^ 
Lamb are the Temple of it. 

And as God hath appeared in 
all these former, saving the last, 
into which Jesus Christ hath en- 
tered, so they remain still sa figures 
and as so many several Signs or 
Planets in this Creation and the 
other, for believers to be bom in, 
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and to pass through in some j 
portion and measure till Cb 
:or. 15. hath delivered up the kitigi 
unto God. 

God hath appeared in all tl 
former administrations to his | 
pie, and they have enjoyed hin 
these degrees y and distances , 
approaches : and they remain i 
as figures, and as so many si 
and planets in the first Crea\ 
and the second for Christians 
some measure and proportion 
pass through ; so as he that i 
any spiritual discerning in th< 
may be able to comprehend \ 
all saints what is the height^ 
depth, and breadth, of God's 
nistration to his People, and 
know Saints according to the n 
sures they receive, and the fitt] 
tration they live in with God, 

I have drawn out these mil 
trations in their particular os 
and spheres, and circles, wnic 
could have folded up in three r 
of Law, Gospel, and Spirit, 
letter, graces, and God, o* 
first, second, and third h 
but I saw God something 
ing and variously dispens' 



ight and Morning Star, 49 



f 



ollowed him in thdit fulness and 
riety so far, as he hath lighted 
r candle. 

1 shall now discourse a little 
ire generally of all these, and of 
) passage from these, and of God 
pearing in these, and his going 
t from these, till he hath scat- 
*ed all these veils before him. 
It he and his may see and enjoy 
ch other with open face^ where 
* shall see as we are seen^ and 
ow as we are known. 
The Christian passes through 
ireral ages and dispensations: 

Christ was in the world, so is 
ery Christian; he was made 
der the Law, under Circumci- 
m, under Baptism, and the Svp- 
r of bread and wine, and then m 

crucified all thtit flesh he walk- M 

in under those dispensations, 
d entered into glory, for thus it 
hoved Christ to suffer and enter lioke 24. 
to his glory. 

The Jewish Church, or dispensa- 
»n which was according to Moses, 
d the letter in which they were 
J out in carnal and more fleshly 
ur8es,asin the proceeding against 
e Nations by war and fighting, 
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with all their other legal ri 
rudiments, were a clear fij 
the Christian under age, oi 
tutors and governors y and ^ 
rudiments. 

The Disciples of Christ, i 
ing to John's minis tery and ( 
in the Jiesh, were another 
figure for all Disciples of tk 
and ministery, and the S\ 
Christ works in all the D 
according to such way, ai 
portion, and measure, and 
Gal. 4. 1. sation, the heir as long as 
child differing nothing fron 
vant, though he be Lord 
until the time appointed 
Father. 

And I could not spea: 

* I %• ^' you as unto spiritual, but 

carnal, even as unto bt 

Christ, I have fed you wit 

and not with meat. 

And the great and excel 
sign or mind of God in a 
things, is only to lead out ] 
pie, Church, or DisdpU 
age to age, from faith tc 
from glory to glory, fron 
to letter, from ordinance 
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nee, from flesh to fleshy and so 
J Spirity and so to more Spirit^ 
md at length into all Spirit, when 
;be Son shall deliver up the king- 
lom unto the Father, and God 
ikall be all in all, which last 
trcmsitian, or resignation, or reso^ 
lution of all into the kingdom of 
Ood is not, as some think, only 
when the fulness of times or ages 
is come, but is traniisacting and 
finishing in parts and members of 
the body of Christ, and is not one 
single act, point, or effusion of 
ylory, hut a perfecting and ful- 
fulling it in the several members 
of Jesus Christ, till the fulness of 
the stature of Christ be made up, • 
and the Church become the fuU 
nessof him thatfilleth all in all. 

For the day dawns, and the ^^^^ ^ 
day 'Star arises in the heart, shin- 19. 
ing more and more unto a perfect 
day; and he who is the bright ^%y.^tA 
and morning Star, is still shining 
into the glory of the Sun of righ- 
teousness, and the light of the 
Moon shall become as the light of i,., 
the sun, and the light of the Sun 
as the light of seven days, till 
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the Lord God himself be 
lasting light, and our 
Glory. 

Thus is the Christian 
ciple of Christ, passing 
the several degrees and 
into the glory of Christ, 
cifying each condition as 
through it, as all the Disci 
done before : the Jews p 
of that of the TabernacU 
Temple, and from thenc< 
flesh of Christ, that Te'i 
stroyed and raised up 
days, a greater than Solon 
there, and from thence in 
Crucified, and so into a i 
of spirit and life. 

And the Disciples all 
had a measure of time ai 
in each Ministration, and 
his when he filled the Tc 
with a cloud, and the Ter. 
Glory, and the flesh c 
with unction or spirit abo^ 
lows ; and while God livei 
ministration, quickening, 
rifying, and acting it foi 
that presence of God and 
was to the Disciples like 
in Summer shining upon t 
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candle of the Lord shining upon Job 29. 
their heads, and his secret upon ^' 
their Tabernacles. But wheu the 
lin^of God's season was run out to 
its* oin^ and extremity, that he 
would no longer stay there, nor 
have his glory inhabit in such or 
such a ministration, then that 7/ii- 
nistration became but a place of 
desolation, a BoVitdLTj place for the 
Satyrs to dwell in, and the screech 
Owl to sing in, that is, for the 
Spirit of Apostacy and of Anti- 
christ or iniquity to possess and 
act in. 

And for Disciples to stay longer 
in any ministration than the Lord ' 
or the life and Spirit of Christ is 
in it, is as if Lot should tarry in 
Sodom, Israel with the Ark when 
God was departed, the Jews in the 
Temple when the Veil was rent, 
and the glory gone off to the thresh- 
old, and from thence too ; their 
house being left unto them deso- 
late, even that house or ministra- 
tion where the light of God did 
formerly dwell. 

As if the Disciples of Christ that 
went into the Grave should step in 
and sojourn there where his body 
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nras a figure of all sach as shoald 
stretch out any dispeuBation or mi- 
oistration of God farther than the 
line or spiritual sinew of it will 
bear. 

77ie Spirit and Life of Out- 
ward Ordinances. 

THE second Man or Adam^ in 
whom we all live, is a quicks 
ening Spirit, and the Lord from 
heaven^ and is at the right hand 
of Gody viz. in the choicest glory 
of the Father. 

That hy which the people of God , 
or all true Christians are horn, is 
the seed of God, or Word of God^ 
^tihe divine nature of Jesus Christy 
or the SpiHt of God, which is 
called snnctification, regeneration. 

That the true spiritual Christian 
is that new creature, that sanc- 
tified one, or regenerate one, who 
is thus born, and hath Chnstformed 
on him, and this new creature is 
fed by the Spiritual life of Christ. 

That the new creature, or spi- 
ritual man, is one who receives all 
his growth and increasings in the 
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That Jesus Christ is the true 
spiritual Prophet that teaches his 
people, so as they are all taught of 
Ood, and is so called in Scriptures 
a Prophet, which the Lord God 
raised up instead of Moses. 

That the true Spiritual Pastor 
10 Jesus Christ, who is that one 
Shepherd prophesied on, who can 
lead his people only into green 
Pastures, or places of life. 

That the Spirits of just men 
made perfect, or the true Christian 
in spirit, are those true spiritual 
Elders in the New Testament, 

That the true Church of Christ 
is that spiritual company whom 
Christ hath washed in his blood, 
clothed in his righteousness, sanc- 
tified in his spirit, espoused to him- 
self; this is the City of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, the 
general Assembly and Church of 
the first-bom^ the House, and 
Temple, and Kingdom of God. 

That the true spiritual keys of 
the Kingdom of God is the very 
Spirit of God, the very Spiritual 
power of Jesus Christ upon be- 
lievers and unbelievers, who hath 
the keys of David, and opens, and j 

d2 
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no man shuts, and shuts, and no 
man opens. 

That true spiritual excommU" 
nication is Jesus Christ, who is 
mighty in Spirit and Power in all 
his, pronouncing an anathema ma- 
ranatha or curse upon all flesh, 
and delivering the body or sinful 
flesh over to Satan, or the power 
of darknessj whereby flesh and 
every fleshly member is cast out 
from all communion with God and 
Jesus Christ, and from those who 
are indeed born of God, and are 
the true Spiritual Church of God, 
which is no more than that true 
difference and distinction whiol 
Jesus Christ puts betwixt the pre 
cious and the vile. 

The true Spiritual Gospel-0 
der, which the Apostle rejoiced 
behold, is that spiritual distincti 
and variety in the body of Chr 
wherein one Member differs f 
another in measure of Spirit, 
Glory, and Power, and yef 
complete, and make perfect 
body of Christ in the Spirit 
he being a spiritual head, 
have a spiritual body. 

The true Spiritual gove' 
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is Christ reigning in the Saints in 
Spirit^ ordering them in thought, 
irard, and deed, holding forth his 
poweTt and sceptre, which is a 
ieepire of righteamtnets against 
/Usk and biood, Princ^UtieB and 
Pomen^ spwitwil mckedness in 
high {daces. 

The true l^nritual Covenant is 
the New Covenant^ which God 
makes with as in Christy and where- 
in he is manifested to he their Ood, 
and they hiiL people, to teach them, 
and write his law in their hearts. Heb. s 

The true Spiritual Ordination 
is the hand of Jesus Christ, stretched 
out or laid on upon the Spirits of 
■och Christians as preach or Pro- 
phesy of the Ministery of the Qos- 
pelp that is, such are rightly and 
purely ordained and sent out^ who 
are sent out from the power of the 
Lord JesuSf to whom nil power in 
heaven and earth is given^ and 
are anmnted of him to preach the 
Ooq^el^ and sent of him, who as- 
cended to give gifts unto men, 
some Apostles, some Evangelists, 
some Prophets f some Pastors , some 
teachers. 

The true spiritual trial or exa- 
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mination of the gifts of any is tb 
when the Spirit of the Propheti 
only subject to the Prophets, tl 
is, when the gift by which any i 
speaks of Jesus Christ is ma 
fested in the hearts and spirits 
the Saints when they see the tra 
they minister as they are in Jesi 
and in themselves, and in them tl 
are spiritual, and truly anointed 
the same Spirit; and so are 
Prophets according to the mean 
given, or as they are all baptiz 
into one spirit and bodi/y and hn 
all received of his fulness, who 
that great Prophet raised up of c 
brethren like unto Moses, trnd t 
redeemed to be Kings, and Pries 
and Prophets, even partakers 
all his Ojffices in Spirit, he bei 
the spiritual head of all his, w 
are the spiritual body, his Churc 
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The Christian under Epis- 
copacy j Prelacy i Presby- 
tery^ Baptism^ Indepen- 
dency ^ Sfc. 

THE whole world was divided 
into Jew and Gentile; the 
Jew was that only visible Church 
of Godf to whom pertained the 
glory f and the adoption, and the 
Covenants: and yet this Jewish 
Church was exceedingly fallen from 
its glory 2Jid purity hoth of Finest- 
hoodj and Worship, and Adminis- 
trations, when Christ came : So 
as now the Prophecy seemed to be 
fulfilled, they were now without 
a King, and without a Priest, and Hosea. 
without a Sacrifice, and an Ephod, 
and a Seraphim ; and were cor- 
rupted with many traditions and 
doctrines oi TCLQii, teaching for doc- 
trines the traditions of men : Thus 
was the Jew, and their Church. 

Tlie Gentile had changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and had 
worshipped the creature more than Rom. i 
the Creator ; and had changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God^ and 
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to see Jesus, Cornelius the Cen- 
tarion, so as in every Nation he 
that serveth God, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted of him, Actsio.» 
and God is no respecter of persons. 

When John came, who was a 
burning and a shining light, he 
preached to, and baptized 9\\Judea, 
who went out to the Baptism of 
John, and taught his Disciples by 
forms of Prayer, and such rudi- 
ments, to their weakness, and God 
had his people here that were under 
DO more knowledge of Christ, nor 
higher revelation, than this washing 
to Repentance, and to him that 
should come after him, and this 
low way of communion with God 
in forms or rules of Prayer given 
out by John, for so John taught 
his Disciples. 

When Christ came preaching 
the Gospel of the kingdom, and 
teaching in Parables and Mysteries, 
he had a People and Disciples who 
knew little of his sufferings, that 
he should die and rise again, as 
Peter, and the rest, and knew little 
of that glorious doctrine and truth 
which he spake and preached to 
them, till he took them alone and 
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y{ prayer, some under Johns 

ism, under bondage of days 

times and other outward 

Sj under the ignorance of 

sfs death and resurrectioji, 

of the holy Ghost, 

o as all these things considered, 

'6 will spring these Conclusions. 

.'hat the Nations commonly 

ied Christians, who are under 

{ account of others as false in 

iirChaTch-constitution, worship, 

rms, and order, yet these things 

e not exclusive to the true Chris- 

an in Spirit, or one bom of God, 

ut in these commonly called Chris- 

ians, though under Episcopacy, 

T Prelacy, or Presbytery, yet 

here may be such as have the true 

eed of God in them, partakers of 

^esus Christ, true Disciples of 

fesus Christ, respectively to rege- 

leration or the 7iew birth, if they 

irait in the increasings of Christ, Roi 

nd revelation of righteousness * 

roin faith to faith. 

That there are true and spiritual 
Jisciples of Jesus Christ, under 
orms of Prayer, who have little 
lore communion with God than 
Q those forms, as of Common- 
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Prayer, Book-prayers, outw 
rules of worship ; so as they \ 
in these to come up into hig 
revelations of Spirit when < 
covered to them. 

That there are such who 
Christians anointed hy the Sp 
of Ood, under observations of df 
times, meats, drinks, several i 
nions of Christ, of the Holy Oh 
of the resurrection, of Chu 
order, of Baptism of Water, wl 
is John's Baptism, called Anab 
tists ; so as they all in these sev* 
Q,ii7, measures pass on from faith 
>r. 3. faith, and glory to glory. 



The Christian in Truti 

THAT which forms, essentia 
or constitutes the true Ch 
tian, is the Spirit of Jesus Chi 
that which is bom of the Spirt 
spirit, so as a man is a Christ 
from birth, as he is bom a m 
so he is bom a Christian, both 
from birth, and seed, the one 
Jlesh, the other of Spirit. 
The Christian is one who i 
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the second Adam^ as all men are 
of ^Bjirst, and the second man is 
the quickening spirit^ the Lord 
from heaven, and so are they that 
are heavenly. 

The Christian is one in whom 
Christ is formed or fibred, (as 
the Greek word implies) one that 
bears the image of the heavenly 
man ; who is the Image of Jesus 
Christ f as Jesus Christ is the Image 
of the invisible God. 

The Christian is one who hath 
the incorraptible seed in him, or 
the word which liveth and abide th 
for ever, which word is the Lord 
Jesus Christy who quickens the 
Saint, and is the life of the Saint, 
you hath he quickened who were Eph. 2. 1. 
dead in trespasses and sins. 

The Christian is one who is in 
fellowship and conformity with 
Jesus Christ in his crucifyings, 
death, and resurrection^ in whom 
the Jleshf and life of the flesh must 
die, as it did in him, and the Chris- 
tian, as Christ did, must live in 
Spirit to God. 

The Christian is one who is the 
new creature^ or new man, for he 



68 Some Beams of 

that sits upon the Th\ 

Spirit saitb, behold I 

2 Cor. ff. things, all new, old thi 

^'' as corruptions and lus 

away. 

The Ministery that 
since Antichrist or 
tery of Iniquity rei 
out, or in the Worsi 
in all Societies of 
called Churches, i 
Presbytery, Indepe 
Baptism, is not the 
that first Ministe, 
Gospel in pure gij 
no other than the 
in Sackcloth, 

5ph.4.8. rr^HE Lord Jesus a. 

"4^7^!^ X on highy out of 

Wra. Spirit, and gave gifts 

he gave some Apostles, i 

gelists, some Prophets, 

tors, some Teachers. 

In this administratu 

the mystery of Jesus CI 

[ Gospel, was revealed an< 

^ till the time Prophesiet 

Spirit of God, wherein t 
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i iniquity should prevail, and the 
falling away should be, and the 
man of sin should be revealed, and % Thes. 
perilous times should come : and jj^^^'^^l 
this mystery of iniquity did so reuriawfi 
darken and overcast all this ad- UST^ '^^ 
ministration of the Gospel in gifts, 
and ordinances, or outward ad^ 
ministrations^ as there was a visible 
Apostacy respectively to those very 
pure gifts of the Spirit, and pure 
administrations respectively to the 
first institution, and this is no more 
than the experience of our own 
age, and the times before, so far 
as any History can make apparent, 
doth clearly demonstrate ; so as that 
administration of Spirit or Ordi- 
nances, which hath been in several 
times since the first pure Gospel- 
day, or time (wherein the Spirit 
did minister in truth and demon^ 
stratum) hath been but in some 
faint and small discoveries of the 
Spirit and Letter, as in those of 
HusSj Luther, Wickliff, Calvin, 
Peter Martyr, and Bede, with all 
the rest of our many Martyrs in 
the kingdom, who were glorious 
lights respectively to the darkness 
of that generation, yet if compared 
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with the pure glory of 
Grospel-administration ia 
ordinances f were far belo 
darkness and weakness U 
as I look upon all Grod*i 
the administration of h 
to hold some proportion 
another; the Tabernacle, 
pie, and Laws of outward 
tration were in such ' 
means God did appear ii 
in the Priests and Propi 
»ebr. 1. 1. at sundry times and 
^^;J3|^. manners, speaking to ou 
ru^. and afterward God took u 

flesh to administer in, anc 
and spoke to us by his 
after all these, the Lord 
from these after his usagi 
and appearance in them, 
they were no more an . 
or way to God, as they 
were ; nor did ever the Li 
the restitution or reass 
them again, when the Ti 
once rent, the veil of it, 
was no more in it, noi 
Priesthood and Sacrifice 
when once the Lord «j 
ended his administratic 
flesh upon the Cross, di 
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are it in that very waj again, 
r intend it according to diat first 
ace. but in a more glorified 
"^:4be. 

And ao in all reformations rea- 
dy to these fgrmer adminis' 
$, they never returned back, 
1 the same again, after 
I God had refused it, and laid 
When Christ came in the 
, he did not make it his work 
I tlie Priesthood again, but 
id them into the spiritual 
and fulfilling of aJl those 
I dispensations, and carry them 
Inlo more Gfospe^-administra- 
i, and that which was more ex^ 
^^ miij^Mmi'mnd perfect. 

» it is in that first Qospet-tA- 
I ai gifts and onRnances 
Christ ascended, there were 
oper€Uians of Spirit, as 
t, and some outward insH- 
ff, and Church-administra- 
but these were only the 
siratian for that age^ as the 
cU was for its age, and 
c. -MMiWfBTesi^UfPriesthood^BJiASticri' 
i baHMr fer their age, and the flesh 
~ \m'Ckri9t for its age or time ; so 
3 eT«rl|ii]ie falling away is no more, 
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but the Lord gathering up, o^ 
taking in the out-goings, operm^^ 
tionsj or gifts of hit S^auit in niclij 
a way of muiM/ra/umy and tin iUer. 
was done, there was a withhoUSng 
of the. mjf^^ery of iniquity horn 
being revealed; therefore saMi 

fheii. 3. the Apostle to the Saints^ Ye kaov 
what withkoldeth that he migii 
be revealed in his timef and he 
who letteth will let^ till he he 
taken out of the way ; and trn^ 
that mystery did not work fIfBeijf 
nor powerfully, till the Lord had 
removed the glory of his Spirit 
from the Churches^ the presenoe 
of which did exceedingly prerent, 
and withhold, and put an hin- 
drance to the revelation and domi- 
nion of that man of sin. 

And the Spirit of God foreseeing 
God about to leave this nUnistrO' 
tion of Gospel-^^ory to the world, 
and bring a night upon all that day 
and brightness of his <Soii, prophe* 
sled of the times to come, and to 
succeed ihat^Zbry, viz. in the last 
days perilous times shall come, 
men shall be lovers of themselvee, 

|m. 3. covetous^ proud, boasters^ jpc. dee^ 
pisers of those that are goodf 
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high-minded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God, having* 
a form of godliness, but denying 
the Power thereof. 

But there were false Prophets 
among the People, even as there 
shall be false Teachers amongst 
you ; who primly shall bring in 
damnable Heresies, Sfc, and many 2 Pet 
shall follow their pernicious t^ay 5, ^' ^ 
by reason of whom the way of 
truth shall be evil spoken of, and 
through covetousness shall they 
make merchandize of you. 

Beloved, remember ye the words 
which were spoken before of the 
Apostles of our Lord Jesus Chnst, 
how that they told you there Jntie 
should be mockers in the last 
times, these be they. Separating 
themselves, having not the Spirit, 

Little children, it is the last 1 J"'' 
time, and as ye have heard that 
Antichrist should come, even now 
are there many Antichrists, where- 
by we know that it is the last 
time. 

So as from all these places of 
the Apostles, we may see their 
Prophesies of the Antichristian 
times, which are the times of the 
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flesh, and of the Spirit of in- 
iquity, reigning amongst the 
Saints, or in the Christian world, 
the Lord of Glory, Jesus Chriit 
in Spirit, being all this time cm- 
cified in Spiritual Sodom, Egypt^ 
or Babylon, which is the Kingdom 
of the Flesh and the Powers of 
Darkness, and this is the State 
and condition of the Church of 
'* Christ, or those who are the Spi" 
ritual vessels, or Golden caps of 
the Lord's Temple and carried 
away captive, and live under the 
Power of Flesh, and of Spiritual 
wickeSn esses. So as all the time 
of the reign and Prevailing of this 
mystery, (which mystery is in a 
threefold Principality or emi' 
Htv. 19, nency, viz, of the beast, the false 
Th ^ov (Jit- Prophet, and the devil, all which 
im!^^- ^hree work as well without, unto 
pi)'nKoiKx- the world, as within, in the flesh 
of every Saint,) all the time of this 
reign or prevailing is not a time of 
any restitution or restoration of 
the first ministery, or gifts, or or- 
dinances, as was in the Apostles* 
times, but is the state and perse- 
cution of the Lord Jesus in Spirit^ 
and the time of t\ie %DomaTi s Wn^^ 
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le wilderness, all things in this Rev. 12. 
3 seeming as a waste and barren t2^ f^ 
sensation about her, not inna- mw* 
3d by the Spirit of Gorf, and she 
a retirement of Spirit dwelling 
th God, out of the power of the 
'ragon, who casts only his flood 
fter her, but not upon her. 

So as here is no more in this 
ime of Antichrist*s reign in the 
Flesh and the World, but only the 
Churches oppression in Spirit, and 
the crucifying the Lord in Spirit. 
And all these appearances of the 
Lord Jesus in many glorious Saints 
who in particular ages appeared 
were but appearances of him who 
is that Faithful and true witness, 
against this power of the man of 
sin, and were but drops of the 
vialSf Soundings of the Trumpets, 
openings of the Seals, before the 
Battle of the great Day, yvhenflre 
. shall come down from God out of R« 
heaven and devour them, the Lord 
Jesus being revealed in flames of 
Spirit, 2Lnd glory, against all Flesh. 
So as there is not any word ap- 
pearing in all the Scripture, that 
the first ministery by gifts and 
ordinances shall in any measure be 
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continued, though in part, or ia« 
reservation to he restored, as if 
this were the great work the Lord 
intended to hring to pass, viz, the 
setting up a purer ministery of 
gifts to teach his people ^ or re- 
storing some legal ordinances^ as 
Baptism of water, the church way, 
or Presbytery of Elders, and all 
the glory of the last times or ages 
should he only the bringing in these, 
and taking them out of the hands 
of Antichrist, all which arise from 
a mistake of the type of the Jewish 
Apostacy and captivity which 
figured out the Spiritual Church 
or new Jerusalem in Babylon, or 
Captivity to the flesh, or man of 
sin in all his deceivableness and 
Power, and the restoring of all 
shall be only the appearance of the 
Lord Jesus, who shall destroy An^ 
tichrist with the brightness of his 
coming, and the two edged Sword 
q/his mouth, his Spirit. 

And there is not a word spoken 
in all the Scriptures of these things 
to be restored, as gifts and ordi" 
nances^ but the glory of the Lord 
in Sjnrit, aii4 therefore the Refor- 
mation orReBtQTat\oiil\i?i\.lW Lord 

\ 
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sus brings with him, (for 3Ioses, 
fshua, and all the reforming* 
ings of Judah, were but types of 
im, the last and most excellent 
nd glorious Reformer, King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords,) that 
Reformation, I say, that he brings 
with him, is the revelation of him- Rev. 21. 
self in Spirit, he and his Father isa.'eo. i 
being the light and Temple of his K^^'V^ 
people, for there shall be no other s iravroxe 
there. ^ 

This shall be a glory without 
Sun, or Moon, or Stars, or any 
such low or faint appearzmce as 
gift or ordinance, but the Lord 
God shall be the everlasting light, 
and Go£? Me glory; and light 
«AaZ/ cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea: light shall not 
Sparkle or be in bright beams as 
in a gift or an ordinance, but it 
shall flow out from the Lord him- 
self, even cover the earth, swallow- 
ing up or overflowing all earthly 
administrations. And it shall be 
as much Apostacy in the Saints 
to go back to that first ministery 
of the Gospel-times, which was the 
ministery to the first discovery of 
that mystery hid from ages, as it 
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would have been in them to hare 
gone back to Jewish Temple and 
Priesthood, &c. And have taken 
the setting' up of those to have 
been the great and only Reformat 
tion of Christ come in the fleshy 
and as the Lord Jesus himself did 
in his coming in ih^fiesh fulfill all 
these, and destroy nothing, save 
only as to the outward and perish- 
ing nature of those ordinances and 
Rudiments of the law : So in this 
his last glory to be revealed in the 
saints here, he shall not destroy 
any of the first ministery of the 
Gospel by gifts and ordinances ^ 
but shall fulfill it ; it being but a 
type of his glory to be revealed in 
the Saints, and the former minis- 
tery is only destroyed as to that 
outward Perishing part of it. 

And this destruction of Anti' 
Christ, and the glory to be revealed, 
is the Prophecy of the Prophets, 
and John in the Revelation^ and 
is the sum and substance of all 
types and ministrations which were 
before. 

So as all the pretended Re/or-' 
mations by gifts and Ordinances, 
which tend to a reducing us to that 
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first ministery of the Apostles' 
times, which that of Presbytery ^ 
of Independency, and Baptism- 
way endeayoursy is but a buOding 
op sach things as the Lord would 
haye destroyed ; it being an admi- 
nistration which he would use no 
longer, and therefore suffered An- 
iichrist to preyail upon it, and the 
man of sin to oyercome it, and as 
God to sit in the Temple, or in all 
that outward form and worship, 
figured out in that word the Tem- 
ple as God, or as God himself used 
to do, when he was pleased to ap- 
pear there i 

And therefore all that minister y 
and Pastorship and teaching is not 
at all upon the account of the first 
Gospel ministration, according to 
that yery glory of the gifts, and 
pare anointing, by which they did 
minister as the oracles of God and 
yery trutlis of God, as they did 
then, so far as they Spake or did 
any thing in the Holy Ghost : but 
they now, I mean the Pastors and 
ministers, do. Speak ^nd minister 
doubtfully, darkly, uncertainly, 
more in the flesh than the Spirit, 
not at all in any thing of unction 
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or anointing exceeding any private 
Christian^ or distinct according to 
any gift of the Holy Ghost^ but 
so far only as they exceed others 
in parts, wit, or learning, which 
are upon a lower account of the 
Spirit than the first gifts upon that 
of Arts and sciences. 

And therefore if Pastors, mi- 
nisters, and Christians, who can- 
not now minister as the oracles of 
God, nor according to the very 
gifts of the Holy Ghost then, will 
be content to Prophesy, as Christ 
livw 11. will only allow his Witnesses to 
do, even all that bear Witness of 
him, in Sackcloth, according to 
that poor, low, and legal account 
and humble condition they are in, 
it being yet the time of Antichrist^s 
reign, not of Christ's, and not as- 
sume to themselves the names. Of- 
fices, Pre-eminence, glory, obedi- 
ence, very administrations, which 
were then in power and in the Holy 
Ghost, both inPastor dind Churches 

Ucv. 3. and not walk as full, and rich, an 
wanting nothing, when as they ' 
poor, miserable, and naked. 

iii V. 3. Church oi Laodicea being a 
of all such, for my part, I th^ 
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look on all such as in the Spirit, 
and walking humbly with God, and 
prophesying in sackcloth, and wait- 
ing for the coming of the Lord Je- 
sus ; nor do deny but Christians in 
these ways and administrations 
have enjoyed God sweetly, though 
they be not such ways as God ap- 
proyes on, though he suffer: as 
many of the Godly Bishops and 
Martyrs did enjoy Jesus Christ 
in their times of Ceremonies and 
Forms of Prayer, God still ap- 
pearing to his, as they are in Christ, 
not in such or such an outward way 
or form. 

There remaineth two or three 
choice Scriptures to open concern- 
ing this, and they are these : 

And he gave some Apostles, and Epii. 4. ii, 
some Prophets, and some Evan- **' '^' 
gelists, and some Pastors, and 
some Teachers, for the perfecting 
of the Saints, for the work of the 
Ministery, for the edifying of the 
body of Christy till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, ^c. 

And God hath set some in the i cor. ii.j 
Church, first Apostles^ seconda- ^' 
rily Prophets, thirdljf Teachers ; 
after that, miracles^, then gifts of 
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healing y helps, governments^ di- 
versities of tongues. 
fat. 28 Go ye therefore and teach all 
Nations, Baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the 
SoUy and of the Holy Ghost. 

Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have com" 
vianded you, and lo I am with 
you to the end of the world. 

From all these Scriptures these 
Conclusions are made : 

1. That there is a Ministery of 
gifts, of teaching, and ordinances. ' 

2. That this is for the perfecting 
of the Saints. 

3. That this is to last to the end 
of the world. 

Now these Scriptures are much 
mistaken according to such results 
and conclusions. 

The Scripture to the Ephesians, 
Eph. 4, shews only that there was 
such a Ministery of gifts and of' 
fees, but not any such continuance 
of them to the end of the world. 
For where it is said, for the per- 
fecting of the Saints, Sfc. till we 
all come, Sfc. that hath relation to 
the tenth verse, or to Christ as- 
cended, that he might fill all 

\ 

\ 
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things; and this of the perfecting f^xi^ >*^i'»^- 
of the Saints, Sfc. is only an ex- ^XI^I^' * 
position or clearer interpretation of 
that tenth verse, how he Jills all 
things, Yiz, by perfecting his Saints "^ v^.r^^ 
in the work of the Ministery, or '^'"^**^*' 
that glorious and spiritual admi- 
nistration of himself upon his, to 
bring them all into the unity of the 't ^w^* 
faith, so as he may be one in them 
and they in him, the Lord one, 
and his name one, which is that 
unity of the faith. 

Nor can this Scripture intend 
any other thing than this, viz, to 
shew first how the Lord Jills all 
things, as in verse the tenth, and 
how he set up a ministration of 
gifts in the first discovery of Gos- 
pel glory, he gave some Apostles; 
and how he himself perfects the 
saints by being their fulness, and 
so edifies or builds up his body^ 
and brings forth that unity of the 
faith, or one glorious evidence and 
revelation of himself in the whole 
body. 

Nor can any other thing bear 
the weight of such expressions but 
Christ himself. Wh<5 can p^rfe^ 
the Saints but Christ ? Who can 
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3. 



edify the body or build it up but 
Christ? Who can bring forth 
unity oi faith but Christ? For 
no gifts either of Apostle or Pro- 
phety or 4rc. can perfect the saints, 
13. Though I have the gift of Pro- 
phecy, and understand all myste* 
ries, and all knowledge^ and though 
I have M faith, and have not love^ 
or Christ, who is the love of the 
Father, it projiteth me nothing. 

But suppose it were so, that the 
Ministration of gifts and offices^ 
there spoken on, were for the per- 
fecting of the saints till the unity 
of the faith be, what doth thia 
prove to the present Ministratioii 
of gifts and offices now, or since 
the falling away amongst us, for 
we have none of them in the pure 
gifts of the Holy Ghost or Unc- 
tion, and we must either have all 
or none ; there is no taking these 
gifts and offices in pieces zndpartSf 
as they do generally, distinguish- 
ing them into extraordinary and 
ordinary; the extraordinary ythej 
say, Ai;;e Apostles, Evangelists^ 
Prophet^^nd these, they say, are 
ceased; bu^So^^or^ and Teachers^ 
they say, w^SflJpdinar'y , wxd re- 
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n. But where is this distinc- 

I to be found in the Word ? are 

. all gifts of the same Spirit? 

>tb not the Scripture reckon 

am all equally necessary in the 

hurch ? Doth it any where speak 

:* Apostles, Evangelists, Pro- 

hetSy only for the first Age, and 

^astors and Teachers for the Ages 

ifter ? Doth not the Scripture say 

expressly, he hath set some in his j^rs » ^.Sf 

Church? 1 Cor. 12. 28, and soJiT"^' 

reckons according to some order in 

the excellency of gifts and office, 

not according to the expiration of 

some, and the life and continuance 

of the rest, saying, Apostles ^Evan- 

gelists. Prophets are to cease, only 

Pastors 2Lii^ Teachers rem?L\n; but 

he saith plainly he hath set all these 

in bis Church, not excepting one 

sort more than another; nay, a 

Pastor or Teacher^ in the trw9 

and proper gift and office was as 

spiritual as the other, viz, of the 

pure anointing or the Holy Ohost; 

but Pastor and Teacher hath been 

considered in a lower capacity, and 

industry J art, natural parts, and 

learning have been taken in in 

after times to the composition of a 



I 



where is the Scripture f( 
the rest, and where a 
8&me gifts? And pur( 
o£ Spirit for watchin> 
and teaching? 

And if they will 
Scriptures to hold fo: 
continued Ministery c 
to the perfecting of 
where are all the rest, 
ties. Evangelists, Sfc, 
reckoned both in Eph 
12. 28, and where are 
gifts of pure anointing 
so many hundred yea 
these ? What hath bee 
Saints since the first gi 
away ? How have thej; 
fected? If all these w( 

varxr t/irtfL nnA ,,«4. ^^A. 
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as in that of Consubstantiation, 
and in his passions to King Henry ^ 
and in many other particulars of his, 
&c. and so of the rest, save only 
i^ey shone forth in the more glory 
because of the darkness of that 
Qeneration, 

For that other Scripture in MaU 
thew 28 : Go, teach and baptize^ 
and lo I am with you, it is only 
(as I take it) and merely in appli- 
cation to the Apostles and Disciples 
of that Age ^iH^ Ministration whom 
the Lord bid go and teach what 
he had commanded them, and bap' 
tize into the name or mystery of 
God, which word baptize is ?l figure 
Christ uses to express the depth of 
a spiritual mystery, as in that, can 
ye be baptized with the Baptism w^at ra? 
that lam baptized with? And he ^^. 
shall baptize you with the Holy ^ct tS iui 
Ghost, ^c. And that phrase, to '^' 
the end of the world, is (if more 
clearly translated) to the finishing 
of the Age, or that Age of Minis* 
tration. 

Some of these things are scatter- 
ingly spoken on in other places of 
my Book, but here more perfectly 
and clearly. 
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Magistracy a Power a 
dained of God. 

THE Magistrate is a powei 
dained of God, an Imag 
the Power and Judgment c 
mitted to Christ; Scripture 
the gift of wisdom, justice, 
righteousness are his unction i 
as the oil or anointing was 
unction under the Old Testamc 
Magistracy for form is not 
and the same, but divers, accon 
to the several polity of Nat 
and Kingdoms, by Kings sin 
or Kings and States jointly ; a 
this Kingdom, or States singl] 
in the old notions of Monan 
Aristocracy, Democracy, and 
each Nation is subject ace 
ing to its polity and form to 
respective government, and 
Scriptures clothe and invest 
form in its very first being and < 
stitution, and that form rece 
an Image of God upon it, as 
first man, who as soon as he bee 
such a model of earth or clay 
came a man, and had the glor 
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God upon him, and dominion over 
the creatures. 

These Powers and Magistrates 
upon earth are set up for the pun- 
ishment of evil doers, and for the 
oraise of them that do well, jus- Rom. 13. 
tice and righteousness being that 
very line or golden reed by which 
they are measured, the very Scales 
by which God weighs them, where 
if they be found too light, he Dan. 3. 
yives their Kingdoms to another. 

All lawful subjection is to be 
rendered, honour to whom honour, Rom. 13. 
tribute to whom tribute, and sub- 
fection to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake ; Prayers and 
Supplications are to be made for 
them, that we may lead a peace- 
able and a quiet life in all godli- 
ness and honesty. 

Magistracy is set up, not only 
to be an Image of Christ to the 
world, but to administer Peace and 
Judgment to the world and Socie- 
ties of men, and more principally 
to his people in the flesh, who while 
they are nursing fathers to them 
do administer truly, and to Christ 
in his people ; when Persecutors, 

Srist still turns their administra- 
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tiouy though evil in itself, into gao</ 
Roin.9. 28. for kis, all things working to^e^ 
ther for good to those that love 
God. 

The high and glorious design of 
Christ in Magistracy is to open a 
way in all their kingdoms and do- / 
minions for the Spirit of God to /' 
breathe in, Kings shall be thy fa* * 
therSy Sfc, and walk in, in such oat- 
ward administrations as it pleaseth 
the Spirit of God to appear in to 
the Saints, who are in flesh and 
weakness, and so far as concerns 
any outward administration of 
Christ, Jesus Christ becomes a 
subject in his Saints to the power 
he hath committed to Magistracy ^ 
they having power to hinder and 
further his spiritual design so far 
as it comes forth in the outward 
man ; therefore all power of Magis- 
tracy turned against the Spirit of 
God in this appearance shall, and 
all such Kingdoms and Nations as 
proceed accordingly, viz, to oppose 
that Kingdom, Power, and Do- 
minion they receive from Christ 
against him in his spiritual King- 
dom, shall be dashed to pieces like 
a potter's vessel, Be wise now 
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therefore^ ye Kings, and he in- Psalm 2. 
struct ed, ye Judges of the earth. 

But all such Nations, States, and 
Kingdoms as shall administer not 
onlj judgment and righteousness 
in the world, hut shall bring their 
glory and honour to Christ and his Rev. 21. 
Spirit in his People, Peace shall **' 
be within their walls, 3.nd prosperity 
within their Palaces, judgment 
shall flow there like a river, and 
righteousness likeamighty stream. 



The discerning of Spirits. 

TH ERE was such a Manifes- 
tation of Spirit given to the 
people of God in the first Gospel- 
times as they could in the very 
unction or anointing of God discern 
Spirits and try Spirits, Ye have i John. 4. 
an unction and ye know all things, 
the same anointing teacheth ye, i Cor. i«. 
to another the gift of discerning 
^rits. 

In this Manifestation of Spirit 
wereHl False-teachers, Deceivers, 1 Johu4, 
Antichrists, and /Ty/^ocri^c* judged 2 Jiho r. 
and discerned ; I will come to you, * Cor. 4. 
saith the Apostle, and will know. 
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nd demonstration in the letter and 
utward man, so as any hypocrite 
light appear for a trae Christian; 
od therefore most of their way of 
fanifestation hath heen from for- 
lal relations and confessions of 
dth, and experiences according to 
le Law or standard of their own 
pirits, trying and judging all other 
leasures of grace by their own. 

The experience of Christians, 
rho have the Spirit of God in them, 
\ very clear concerning the work- 
igs andmanifestations of the same 
pirit in others, as in Prayer, 
^reaching. Prophesying, Confe- 
encCy Conformity to Christ, Spi' 
Itual conversation, so as Chris- 
ans can in a manner say, the 
pirit of God is here and here, or 
ere I taste and see something of 
Tod; here is a spiritual savour, 
lere is none ; as in natural things 
lere is such a proportion betwixt 
16 sense and object, that the sense 
nows and discerns its own object, 
s in smelling, tasting, seeing, 
earing, bo in Spirituals; and as 
lere is an outward, a letter, or 
icnp^Mre-Christianity, by which 
len are distingubhed as Jew and 



God in Truth, a mon* 
tual and glorious way ' 
each other according i 
spiritual glory, natun 
Eph. 5. 8. that each walks m, be 

' dren of the day ^n^ _ 

And this is no more t 

u«i s 18 filling of that promiw 

''''' ye return and discern 

Ughteousandthewtc 
him that serveth tr 
that serveth him not 
that day when the 1^ 
his jewels, vvhichis 
xioxxa revelation ot J i 
the Saints, gatheni 
into more unity and 
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' judge ; and thus the tree 
f and purely known bj its 

and faith by works : The 
^aith and Spirit shining and 
ing, in those that judge the 
)f their faith,who are judged. 

thus we may see how Sy^ 
and Councils of men, and 
Churches have erred in their 
mts and discemings of all 

judging all higher attain- 
of light and glory y heresy 
iism ; and by this sentencing 
•rd himself, and confining 
ily to their own measures 
ifrees, which is that very spi- 
ntichrist sitting in the Tem-^ 
God, and judging as God, « 
idging God- himself accord- 

his other manifestations 
they see not, nor receive, 
they pretend to be that only 
Apostleship for interpreta" 
d revelation of Scripture, as 
tostleSy who were the first 
lers of Scripture; and this 
ust do upon their ways and 
8 of discerning ; but what 
i done to these thvX judge 
the time, and the day^ or 
11 revelation of Jesus Christ, 



God in their u. ^ 
such manifestations as 
themselveSy shall be juc 
their Judge y even of th 
5US, the Judge of quick 
Cain was an image o 
judging his brother s so 
for that was sentenced 
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^ them up into more glorious dis- 
pensations ; For the Law or Prif^ 
y dples oi nature dictate thus, pre- 
, serve thyself, thy life, thy lands^ 

thy rights, an eye for an eye^ and Exo.i. : 
a tooth for a tooth. ^' 

3. The true Christian, so far as 
he is in nature^ and under this law, 
he is acted according to the world, 
and to the mere Principles of na- 
I ture and /ate; ; and therefore it is 
I that the Christians to this day are 
found at the same work with the 

(world, and two are grinding at one Mat. 24 
mill, two are in one field, two in j/*j; ^. 
o»c ^erf; that is, the true Chris- AytSiiCt 
tian and the mere natural man are ^*" '^''^ 
together in one work, titone plough, 
in one bed or t£;ay of Peace and 
worldly re*/, till the Lord Jesus uU »ae 
be more manifested in Spirit, or in ^2^^' 
his coming and revelation, and the 
0716, or /rt^e Christian, be /a^en, 
» and the other /i?/V, the one taken 
^ up higher into more Spirit, and 
more of Christ, the other left in 
i their mere nature, and legal prin- 
I ciples, and worldly doings. 
I 4. The Jews were not only a 

^ type of the true spiritual Church , 
, but of the Christians under the 
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lowest dispensation; and in the 
model of their armed Tribes an^ 
Exod. 13. Generals, as oi Moses and Joshua^ 
were a figure of the Christian ua^ 
Gal. 4. 2. der pupilage and bondage to wflt^ 
ture^ and the laws of nature ; ai^^ 
so they were led out against tl>^ 
6»oiirw^ Nations, who were a figure off 
worldly Tyranny and oppression, 
to recover their land of rest, or 
such worldly privileges as they had 
in promise and donation from God. 
5. Under the Gospel the Lord 
Mat.26.52. sufforcd the same figure in Peter, 
who walked ahout with Christ in . 
his fleshly appearance, with his I 
sword girt about him, and attended I 
<i»^fNl/w his Person till Christ bid him put 
x<^!^tt( it up again into his sheath, because 
d!^*^ he was now going out of that dis- 
pensation of flesh into more glory, 
into the same glory that he had 
with God before the world was, 
and was accordingly providing a 
more spiritual dispensation for 
them, even the Comforter or Spi- 
John 17. 5. rit of truth, all which were a figure 

126! ^^' of all the Disciples of Peter* sf el- 
Avi^ ^^^ ^owship and weakness^ whom the 
Lord would suffer in an armed and 
defensive Posture, till he provided 
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a more spiritual Ministration for 
them, and a way of more spirit, 
light and glory. 

In order to Peace^ and Suf- 
ferings and Love. 

I. 
The Will of God. 

A CHRISTIAN is most per- i. 
fected in the Will of God, 
in laying himself down to rest in 
the bosom of such providence as 
the Lord opens to him ; for nothing 
creates perplexity and disquietness 
of Spirit, hut when the will of man 
is in complying and in a motion 
distinct from the will of God, when 
the Spirit of man moves in its own 
fleshly course and circuit, and so 
runs out into a dispensation further 
than the law of present providence 
will fairly allow it: and in this 
way men study, plot, desire, lust, 
are passionate, inordinate, un- 
quiet, unstable, and like the trou- 
bled sea, foam out themselves; 
upon this account, men lust and 



will cmtta wi^n i^^'^ "^ — • 
Sycamores are cut down, i 
will c/Uwi4/e them into Ceiiar 
lord Jesus l»«ld forth anoth^ 

Heb.io. T. tern and J^jJ^^l^^ 
rhdb^^ ^^y ^llt O God; not m] 

and drink to do the wiU 
Father; the Apostle tmm 

Phu.4. u, as in r^^J^^,!!L 

I*. have learned m whatsoev 

tir I am, therewith to be ixm 

can he abased, and I can t 

iJohn*. the reason of all is, from 

ritual anoinHng they ree 

Eph. 1. IS. which their understand*!^ 

::^ lightened to see aU the 

3c. t^Wfti^s and contrary ca« 

of promdence meeting m < 

R<>m.8.«. or line, the will of God; 
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God changing Dispen- 
sations. 

THE Christian is most at joeoce >. 
when he is willing to be ga- 
thered up by God from such ways 
and ministrations below as he hath 
lived in formerly, if he see God 
clearly in it, for God hath his times 
of letting out, and winding up, of 
using such or such a ministration, 
and then breaking it, and laying it 
by, and appearing in other, and we 
must not limit the Holy One of 
Israel, nor fix him always upon 
the same point of dispensation, he 
went out from his Tabernacle into 
his Temple, from thence into the 
flesh of Christ, and so into ordi- 
nances, and gifts, and graces, and 
Spirit; with the Jews he was in 
war, in peace, in captivity, in de^ 
liverance, or return; and in this 
exchange of dispensation, God re- 
veals and shines forth his wisdom, 
glory, and power upon his and 
upon the world, which wisdom, 
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power, and g^oiy being in thai 
ness andinfiniteness in himself 
not appear in one globe and & 
glory below, upon this Crec 
but as in parts^ and scat 
beamSf and divers workii^; 
therefore John saw the Lord 
vision like a Jusper upon a Th 
and a rainbow round about 
Throne ; which raiiibow is a i 
of many colours, or ^figvare c 
ghrry of Jesus Christ in man 
pearances of things below. 



3- 
The Law of Nature a 
Grace. 

THE Christian is one 
should live in an higher r 
than flesh or nature^ and 
Ood saith come up hither, he 
live there, even in Spirit with 
so as though grace destroyi 
nature^ yet it perfects and < 
fies nature, and leads it out 
higher and more excellent a1 
ments, than it can find in it 
nature lives by this law. Pre 
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thyself, thy life, thy lands, thy 

rights and privileges ^ avenge thy- Mat. 5. 3d. 

self, an eye for an eye, and a ^«^i»i*- 

tooth for a toothy and love only 

thy neighbour : Grace lives by this 

law. Deny thyself forsake lands, 

life, houses, take up the Cross, 

if he take thy cloak let him have Mat. 5. 40, 

thy coat also, love thy enemies, ^' 

bless them that curse thee ; when 

thou art reviled revile not again, iCor.4.12. 

when thou sufferest threaten not. 



lPet.2.*3. 



4- 

The Gospel Method of 
Victory. 

SUFFERINGS are ways of vic- 
tory in another method and 
form; he that conquers under per- 
secution, receives in the enmity, 
wrath, and opposition of his ene- 
mies into himself, and there 
quenches it and destroys it in Spi- 
rit ; for the Christian being one 
with the Lord Jesus, flesh of his 
flesh, and bone of his bone, is par- Eph. 
taker of th2it power and glory which 
was in Christ; and through him 



( 
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and tbe grave no vie 
1 Cor. 15. the violence of Jin 
mouths of lions stop 
subdued. 



Hel». 11. 



How Resist! figs 
of Fleshy and 
of Nature in c 

RESISTINGS ai 
want of confo\ 
will of God : and the 
der and dispose all the 
Ron.s.ss. and act them to his 
and glory, yet the u 
selfish courses of mai 
excusable because of 
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departs from God^ and becomes a 
god unto himself, judging ^cmm^ and 
evil for himself, which is the tost- 
ing of the forbidden tree, and seeks 
out many inventions. 

Thus it is in some, yet in others 
it is from that very law of nature 
and self-preservation under which 
they live and are acted. 



6. 

The Advantage Christians 
have of Bondage. 

THERE are times of bondage 
which God hath for his, and 
through which they must pass into 
more spiritual liberty and enjoy- 
ments of Jesus Christ; for God 
hath this design, to increase his A 
Gospel by scattering such as pro- 
fess it amongst other people, that 
the earth may he filled with know- 
ledge, and to make his own fulness 
the portion of his people, and to 
carry them through some confor- 
mity to the flesh of Jesus Christ, 
even the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings and death, which is most spi- 
r2 
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ritual^ as it 18 ImoBt inward^ tfitf 
in Spirit or sinful flesh, bat as it 
is more oatwaid and camaly as in 
persecution; so it is k figure or 
image of the more spiritual : and 
further, the bandage of God's pe»> 
pie, according to this aoooont I 
speak on, is in the type of the Jew*s 
lx>ndagey when the Chaldeans w^n 
to tai^e Jerusalem, Jeremiah told 
them, he tluit goeth forth to the 
. t. Chaldeans shall live, and shall ham 
his life for a prey ; and go forth, 
says he, to the King of BabylmCs 
Princes and live ; but if ye stay 
in the City, ye shall be consumed, 
which is a figure or shadow of 
abiding longer in any dispensatwn, 
or way, than Grod is clearly in it, 
and his presence appears upon it. 



7- 
Upon what Account the 
purest and freest outward 
Liberty is. 

THE People of God shall re- 
ceive their best and purest 
outward liberty upon another ac«^ 
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count than their own strength, de- 
sign, and activity, and that is by 
these ways. 

The glory of Christ and the light 
of God shining more in their faces 
and outward man, the nations shall 
bring their glory unto them, and 
shall take hold of the Skirt of him Ze 
that is a Jew, and say, we hear 
that God is in you. 

The meekness, peace, love, and 
righteousness that shall appear from 
them, as beams from the Sun, shall 
much prevail upon the world, which 
are those only graces that the world 
can love and be enamoured on in 
God*s people, for they are graces 
that go out to the blessing, and 
prosperity, vrnd preservation of the 
world, and in such a dispensation 
as this, it is, that all men love God, 
because he appears to them in 
things of their own nature, his Sun 
shining upon the unjust, and his m 
rain upon the wicked, and in such 
a dispensation it is that men shall 
love the people of God, while they 
shine upon them in such things as 
they can bear and love; though 
still according to another Revela- 
tion of them, or manifestation of 
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God in them^ they shall be 1 
as they do God himself. 

And the other way for libc 
the power of God upon the 1 
of Princes and nations, of 
Cyrus and Darius were fig 
Jcr. 58. and the King of Babylon liftii 
the head ofJehoiakin. 

And that other way is th< 
rituality of God's people, rj 
them from the love of world] 
terests and Engagements, savi 
for righteousness sake, and th< 
of tuitions in administrate 
judgtnent and peace, and 
Christians appear to the world 
disengaged from the love of pi 
Dominion, Riches, earthly g 
and the nations find them n 
their own ways, nor desiring t 
with them in their borden 
fruitful plains, nor seeking 
vineyards, nor plucking a 
from their trees; their jeal 
revenge, enmity, in part and 
secution shall cease towards tl 
the other way is, God shall : 
Jerusalem a burthensome s 
and a cup of trembling to al 
tions, they shall be weary of a; 
iog them, bec^us^ of the ajfli 
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that shall come upon them where 
they are carried away captive; and 
the Philistines were a type of this, 
when they found the Arh of God 
plaguing them with Emrods, and 
they were to send it away with an 
offering. 

8. 

A Word concerning Heresy 
and Schism. 

SOME books have heen writ 
against me and I have heen 
^ silent, and was rather willing to sit 
under the shadow of another's con- 
tradiction and reproach, than to 
reply, till Ood hy his Spirit, in 
the hearts of such as did oppose, 
might bring forth my righteousness 
as the noon day ; and then we, 
who had been enemies through the 
several measures oi light we see by, 
and judging each other rather in 
flesh than Spirit, might rejoice and 
embrace as brethren in the unity 
of the B?Lxne faith; and I saw fur- 
ther, that in books of controversy I 
left my adversary still upon some 
account with me for passion and 



»t> f owa «< w . 



to letter^ and Scripture to . 
^re, and or^maU to or^ 
and interpretation to tn^er 
lioiiy and nothing can be j 
till the day or time of more 
latian of truth, till the Holy 
mod Jire ait upon each ofue^ 
ewerj man's loorA of what 
is, and burning up that in m 
is hay and ttuhhle; for ^ 
book after 600A in such a lm€ 
plies and Refoinden, hath 
more of num than Ood in 
1CW teem to say with our 
will prewjM^ our tongues t 
owUf who is Lord over us 
not i^fainst contending fo 
earnestly, but that is in Spi 
in flesh, nor passions ; and 
—11 ♦!»•♦ thA Sinirit of God 
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spiritual in one another; and I 
know some allowance there must 
be on all sides to infirmities and 
darkness, and several conceptions 
of truth in all, which yet hath not 
been ; and I know not any of us 
that either preach or write on Scrip- 
tures in such a light of Spirit as 
the Apostles writ the Scriptures. 



Heresy. 

HERESY is a choice, in the ii^am. 
signification of the word, 
and in the application of it mScrip- 
ture^ it is a choice of some other 
thing for truth than is truth, by 
those who seemingly received truth, 
though after they make another 
choice of that which is contrary to 
truth. 

Heresy, which was judged by 
the Apostles accordingly, was a 
choice of some thing contrary to 
the faith and sound doctrine of 
Scriptures delivered by inspiration, 
or in Spirit and Truth ; so as He- 
resy is something against the very 
Doctrine of Faith in the Word or Mark i 
Scriptures, not against any inter- 



ture tliey speak, an 
speak the truth in 
the Spirit of God^ < 
for Doctrines the 
men. 

Schis) 

SCHISM is a b 
renting or dividi 
tians who are in ai 
fession of truth, and 
fellowship of truth. 
Now there may 
visible Churches or 
Saints upon this ace 
can be none in th( 
Christ, or the spir 
which is baptized by 
one body, for they t 



Bright and Morning Star. lis 

from men merely, or the felhw- 
ships of men merely, or the errors 
of men, or departing into higher 
attainments of truth; while the 
rest of the visihle fellowships sit 
still, is no Schism, for if so, the 
Protestants were a Schism toRomCy 
and Presbyterians to Bishops, and 
all that go on from faith to faith, 
from glory to glory, to the rest 
whom they leave behind. 

9- 
Truth. 

THERE is but one Truth, and 
that is Jesus Christy I am John i4.c 
the way, and the truth, and he is 
Truth in the original or pattern ; 
and we see nor know no more Truth 
than we see and know in him, this 
is called the truth as it is in Jesus : 
For Jesus Christ is the Alpha and 
Omega of all things, and compre- 
hends all essence, and form, and 
life, and Spirit of things in him- 
self; and all things of this Creation 
are but Shadows and Images of this 
Truth, and the outward forms of 
ihtLt glory; this Truth makes/re^ , 



tue aofu oj \jru%M9 m^^ » — 
Spirit of the Lard is, there 
berty: And therefore as 2V 
in any, so is spiritual Ubert 
the Spirit of bandage in them 
away, and such are diahurde 
the legal terrors ^ fears ^ of tl 
delusions, false conceptiom 
ditians under which tiiey hsv 
as they grow up into Trui^ 
Spirit of Truth only teacl 
rereals this Truth; and ofem 
treasures of wisdom and kno 
which are in OArisf. Truth, 
it be but one, yet it shines : 
nuokj streams of glory y an< 
liked^y; in Jesus Christ thie 
of truth appears that truths o 
or true brightness of Gk)d, 
that truth of this Creation c 

'-»- ^-i" ««*<lo11/ruMoi 
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and loose vanity of the world ; and 
therefore we are said to have onr 
loins girt with truth; the girdle of Eph/^i. 14 
truth, as it were, binding us up, 
and keeping close in Spirit to the 
Lord ; there is a Julness, settle- 
menty and establishment in truth, 
as in thingps of this world ; there is 
a far more solid and real enjoyment 
in the substance of things here than 
in their shadows, counterfeits, or 
pictures, because there is a nature, 
or Spirit and life in that thing to 
be enjoyed, and answers the Spirit 
and life of him that enjoys, by com- 
municating something substantial, 
solid, and proportionable than 
images and shadows are. So it is 
in the truth, Jesus Christ, in whom 
is life, and more excellent, glorious, 
and spiritual form, or life, exceed- 
ing the nature of things here, and 
communicating more true and solid 
glory, than all things here, which 
are but as shadows to that, as other 
things are shadows to them ; there- 
fore, says David, I shall behold 
thy face in righteousness ; I shall 
be satisfied when I awake with thy 
likeness, as if the /ace or likeness 
of God, which is Jesus Christ the 
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image of the invisible G 
only satisfy ; and the so 
a prospect of light dmdglo 
awakened, till when, it is 
and in dreams and visions 
spirit y all the life and disc 
sense and reason being b 
rather than true awaken: 
therefore the more any 
seen of truth in Jesus, 
spiritually and highly i 
of all outward things, 
satisfied in the mere lettt 
of them, but in the spiri 
them, and true life of th< 
is Jesus Christ. 

The Mystery of tru 
tian Liberty fro 
not from Mariy 
Pov)er of Men. 

WE have hitherto fi 
paper with Scriptx 
sons, and Arguments fo 
of conscience, and thus \ 
been well in order to thi 
those whose consciences i 
things run cross, conh 
destructive to others, bo 



Bright and Morning Star. 117 

and practice, so as when Chris- 
tians are under several forms and 
administrations^ and these diame- 
trical, or opposite to each other, 
I and mutually contradicting and 
I expelling each other, here can be 

I no Peace nor Preservation of all, 
M but from an indulgency or liberty 
t in all ; and this is such a liberty as 

II men may give to men ; this is the 
9 liberty of the outward man, and is 
f upon the old legale dkud^rst Gos- 
i pel or New Testament account, as 
r in the mere letter^ as in those 
! Scriptures; but this is yet below 

the true Christian Liberty , and a 
mystery unwritten, which is ori- 
ginally from the Spirit of God, 
and is merely spiritual, and works 
from a pure enlargement of Spirit, 
and a true spiritual Prospect of 
all outward things, which is an 
image of that liberty which is in 
God, who appears under his seve- 
ral forms of Creation pure and 
holy in himself or his own nature. 
But this is a mystery yet, and a 
land of peace and purity, not yet 
J clearly discovered; nor the right 
' tnAa^iton^sofit, buttosome; and 
t this liberty will further appear as 

i 



while they shall tr 
the practices in th 
ihem. 

A Discovery o^ 
Attainment ( 
testants gene 
Mystery of a 

A DAM was the 

-^ ated after Gc 

Gen. 3. he was a public 

* ^'' ^^' sinning, sin entere 

Rom. 5. death by sin; the 

„ ?•*« wards revealed by 

wherein was a co 

image ovrighteousi 

Rom. 5. »»«w fell, and unc 

!*• nation of which al 



Gen. 1. 



5 
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was by Jesus Christ, the Son of 
i Gody born of a Virg'in in theyi/Z- 
I ness of time made under the Law^ Rom. s. 3. 
1 and fulfilling the Law, bearing our ^^ ^\ 
h sins, crucified, dead, buried, and 
i risen, ascended, and entered into Heb. 9. 
a glory, and sitting at the right **'*'*• 
'm hand of God, making intercession 
for us ; and by the Preaching of 
this Jesus Christ in the Ministery Eph. 4. s, 
of the Word which he hath set in ®' '^' "* 
his Church, a true and livelj faith 
^ b begotten in the hearts of men, 
If such as are elect or chosen in Rom. 10. 
Christ before the foundation of „ ^J- ^ 
[ the world was laid, not from any 
A worhs foreseen, but of 6od*s mere 
{! grace; and by t\i\% faith so begot- Eph. a. s. 
il ten, they apply Jc5ws Christ and 
J all his merits to righteousness and ^28**25**' 
r justification; and through this, 
and the sanctified use of all other 
ordinances of God, as Preaching, 1 cor. 1. 
Prayer, Sacraments, the regene- *®- 
rate are more and more sanctified, 
and so built up in graces oi faith, 2 pet. i. 
repentance, love, new obedience, ^> ^» ''• 
and made to persevere through the 
mj power of God unto salvation : Nor , 

-Bj is the Ministery of the Law use- oai. 3. jm 
ri, less in this, the Law being a part 



1 



if0 8omt Betamsi 

d thk Mimisiery to 
Chiist, or to make t 
for mercy f tkej dm 
auMfy by the praei 
LaWf it being God's 
in Seriptores not to < 

Mat. 11. pei witbont this p9 
^ kmmiliaium and qoi 
men so humbled and 
the Xaio are onlj fit 
of the OospelorofJ 
Act. 1. 11. TUs Je^iM Christ 
to be one ascended 
that body he appei 
sitting at the right l 
and in the figure of g 
according to which t 

1 Cor. IS. shall be glorified in t1 
bodies; and in Jesu 
glorified in flesh, and 
into his Fathers gl 
lieve ; and to the I 
this ^^wre and /orm ( 
out them they are c 
faith; and through 
thus they believe that 
tifiedy and through 
God in this Jesus d 
sanctified. 



^ 
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Of Faith. 

FAITH, they say, is a grace 
wrought by the Spirit of God, 
whereby a believer rests upon Jesus 
Christ for justification, and this 
they call faith of adherence ; and 
when this faith works through love, 
obedience, self-denial, and other 
fruits, they call it faith of assur- 
ance; for, they say, assurance is 
obtained through the Spirit of God 
bearing witness in promises and 
good works, as well as by itself; 
and faith, working thus, is sancti- 
fication too, or holiness wrought by 
graces, 

A further Discovery as to 
Free-Grace. 

THEY believe Jesus Christ as- 
cended in the body accord- 
ingly 9 and glorified in flesh; and 
through Jesus Christ thus ascend- 
ed, and sitting on the right hand 
of God in this^^t^r^ and bodily 
form, they accordingly conceive 
all graces of Spirit to flow forth 

G 



faith y but an antec 
before faith; they hi 
to be righteousness 
tion to a sinner, a 
justified before the 
pent; faith and 
fruits of righteousn 
tion, Christ being g 
Lake 4. 10. eyes of the blind, i 
prisoners out of f 
that all such rig 
justification cloth( 
completely through 
tion, that all sin is 
Ezek. a thick cloud J and 
believers; Christ 
J Pet. 2. 24. all sin by his offer 
"2S;*'^'A« once for all; i 
the believer doth 
instrumental ly as 
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fitif being a righteous person^ at 
once in Christ, and wholly par^ 
doned; but all this righteousness 
and justification they take upon 
the account merely of God's tm- 
putation, of Christ without us, or 
in heaven, who calleth things that 
are not as if they were ; and they 
look upon all works and duties, S^c, 
as works flowing from love, and 
from, justification or righteousness, 
not directed to justification or in 
any order to it ; we believe, repent, 
love, and obey (say they) not that 
we may be saved, but because we 
are saved ; and any other way of 
believing, obeying, Sfc. they look 
upon as legal, and not so purely 
Evangelical ; and they hold forth 
all the work of justification and 
righteousness to be of mere grace, 
and that all Gospel promises are 
free ; and Christ is freely oflFered 
to sinners as sinners, in the Minis- 
tery of the Word. 

So as their highest attainment 
is this, that God doth all to sinners Ezc 
in mere grace ; that no sin is im- ^^(, 
puted to sinners, but they are pure p 
only by imputation; and so no 30 



^* from bondage, or froi 

ward Commandmei 

Matt. 9. Gospel or grace of ( 

1 rhn. 1. is/rec, and in free p 

15. SO to be preached t 

sinners. 

seeconfen- lliej, commouly < 

non qf terians, Independents 

{n*l*ini! &c. hold all points c 

aembly. ^ justification, I 

cmifet- faith, Sfc. the min 

'the ^ v)OTd and Sacramen 

Churches, call means of salvat 

hold alike with the 

testant ; this being 

Articles qf Articles of the Chun 

o/iE^. ™a<ie by the Bish 

land. firmed by Queen El 

James, and King < 

there hath been no 
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And all the Reformation that 
hath been endeavoured, hath been 
onlj in some outward things, as 
Discipline or Church-government, 
and some outward ordinances of 
Baptism, and the Supper, not any 
purer or more glorious discoveries 
of God, or the Spirit, or Jesus 
Christ, or our union with the 
Spirit, or glory, as to spiritual 
things, or Christ risen, but as to 
Christ in the flesh, or under the 
law, of which these ordinances 
were a sign. 



A Discovery as to the ge- 
neral Poiiity or Christ 
dying for all. 

THEY say the Scriptures hold Rom. 5. 
forth all sinning, and Christ ^ cor.^5. 
± dying for all, and the promises of i^- 
£ Christ generally to all, upon con- 
'Z^ dition, and exhortations to all to 2 Pet. 3. 
ad repent, believe and come to Christ ; 
er and therefore conclude the Lord 
£» Jesu3 or second man was given 
from the Father to give a price of 
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redemption for all those who fel 
ia ihe first man; and those, the 
say, were all mankindy and wit 
Christ a Ministery of reconcilic 
tion and grojces to all that will nc 
wilfully reject y or refuse, or pi 

Mat. «3. by the offers of grace and saha 

1 Fc't. 3. 9. ^^""^ ^^ tendered, but remain pcu 
sivey and so far as in them /ies, m 

jobni. n. oppose the Spirit and means < 
grace y though they acknowledg 
they can do nothing of themseln 
to obtain faith or any other wor 
of salvation, but all that is raerel 
of the Spirit of God working i 
those who are called; and upo 
these general terms of grace the 
affirm also the election of son 
which they conclude from the 
work of God in them who ai 
called of God through the meat 
of grace, they not resisting thj 
cally or present offer o^ grace. 

'I i\t. 3. 9. And this they say is the Gospt 
of salvation preached to all, whic 
all may receive if they resist not 
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The last Discovert/^ and as 
some say, the highest and 
most glorious^ concerning 
the whole Mystery of God 
to Men, and this Crea- 
tion. 

GOD being infinitely one, yet 
in a three-fold manifestation 
to us, of Father, Son, and Spirit, 
would make out himself in an image 
in this Creation, or 7iature, and 
therefore he takes to himself 07ie 
part of it into union to himself, 
according to one way of manifest pj; 
tation, called in Scripture light, J^| 
love, grace, salvation, father. Tit 
bridegroom, glory, and that part jo^^ 
of nature which enjoys God in this i p 
manifestation of ^race or salvation, Ep 
is called the Angels, the Saints, ^ ^ 
the Elect, the Son, the Tabernacle Re 
of God; the new Jerusalem, the ^ 
Temple, the Spouse, 

He takes to himself the other 
part of the Creation, and there he 
is present, but not in this way of 
grace and light, but of another 



Act* ' 



3. Alt* ^- ^' 



Some 3ean^t^^ 

but f** " ^^18 to, 

^ I- . nreottow a«* T, goint* 



John ». 3»- 
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we read of, as of Cain and Abel, Gen. 4. 
Isaac andIshmael,Jacob?Lnd Esau, Gen. 
Israel and Judah, Saul and David, 1 Sam. 
Judas and the Eleven, Christ and Acts 1. 25. 
Antichrist; and thus these set forth 
2ind figure this mystery. 

They say Adam was a way hy 
which God preached first to maTu, 
and was not the first man in whom 
all stood and fell, hut a way by which 
vthis mystery of Gad was made to 
appear first to the Creation, and 
Adam held forth nature or a part 
of this Creation in communion with 
OodiLB to grace and^ love, while he 
stood, and another part of the Cre- 
ation or nature out of communion 
with Gocf, as to love and grace, 
but in communion or union to God, 
as to law and justice, or wrath ; 
and thus they interpret those 5cnp- 
tures of man's first ^r/ory and/a/Z 
less in the very letter, and more 
in the mystery, and according to 
Adam, in this two-fold state, were 
all the rest, Cain and il6eZ, S^c, 

They say that Got/ in the Old 
Testament preached this mystery, 
though more darkly, and in sha- 
dows, as in the law, and sacrifices, ^^'^' *3 
and in the children of the bond- ' 
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woman f and of the free ^ of Is 
walking with God, and apost 
And that the Gospel or ft 
of time of the clearer diBcovt 
this mystery was the Lord 
himself or God manifest i; 
flesh, or as in one man, SLflg-, 
the whole mystery as to ^rac 
love, or Gorf in flesh, or in h 
of God in that other /?ar^ ( 
Creation, his Church or jSfl 
And all that Goc? did in this i 
and particular manifestati< 
flesh, as in one man, was o 
more full, clearer, excellent 
spiritual Minis tery of the m] 
of salvation ; therefore Chr 
called a Minister, one sen 
Apostle, And all that Chri 
.uke4.i8. from his childhood to his crt 
Ub. 3. 1. j'^^^ death, and cro55, was j 
covery of God by this^^wre i 
whole mystery, how Gorf is 
his, and how he works, and 
his times of Zau;, of graces 
Gospel, of crucifying and ofl 
up all to death through the 
nal Spirit, which is the bio 
leb. 9. 14. the everlasting Covenant, or 
whereby God witnesses to hie 
pie tbat Vv^ \a iWvt God, and 
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hispeople, hy killing all the strength 
and life, and power of the first Cre^ 
atian, and carrying it up into a more 
excellent and glorious life, his own 
Spirit, 

And so all Christ's birth, growing, 
submitting to ordinances, cruci- 
fying, death, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, were so many discoveries 
as to us in the Jlesh, of the whole 
mystery of God in the Saints, made 
out in these parts and degrees, and 
several a^e^and conditions, to shew 
how God weakens and brings to 
nothing the life of nature, or of 
this Creation in which he will dwell 
and make his Tabernacle, tmd carry 
it up into a higher and more ex- 
cellent life, even himself and his John 17. 
own glory. **'"' 

So, as they say, all that is spoken 
of Christ, as in that person that 
was bom of a Virgin, who was cir- 
cumcised, baptized, crucified, dead, 
and buried, risen, and ascended, is 
spoken in^^tireof the whole nature 
into which God enters^ or is born 
into the world, and so takes our 
nature along with him through 
several administrations into glory. 

So as the sum of all is this, that 



to do. 

And he i 

^^d great, 

«» their rii 

foreheads. " 

The gret 

^pon many 

f^t'coloured 
9fBlasphem 
<^nd ten hor 
was arrayed 
colour, and a 
precious stone 
^ golden cup 
abominations, 
written, rays 
yj'^^^ And 
drunken with 
faints 
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;ODcerning the mystery of ini- 
juity these things will arise. 

That the mystery of iniquity or 
Antichrist is a false Christ, or false 
anointed one, that is, when any 
other thing but the Lord himself 
is in the place or office of Christ M pro 
unto us, either our own righteous- advewui. 
nesSy as our Priest and Sacrifice, 
or our own wisdom, wit, or reason, 
as our Prophet, and Teacher, and 
Interpreter of spiritual things. 

And this mystery of iniquity, 
or Antichrist, is from a falling 
i away first, that is, from a depar- 
I ture from God, and the life and 
et light of God, and dependency or 
^ subsistence in God, that is, when 
f man, or the ^irit of man will sub- 
/ sist of itself, live in itself, and be 
i wise of itself, and worship of itself, 
K and be righteous of itself; this is 
I the man of sin, or son of perdition, 
« or flesh which God will destroy ; 
and this Spirit of Antichrist, or 
i man fallen thus from God, sits in 
k\ the Temple of Go^ as Got/; that 
is, is in 2l\\ forms of worship, and 
e I there lives, and reigns, and rules 
i I the whole man into a fleshly o6e- 
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dience ; and his coming or appe 
ances are as Satari, that is, 
spiritual wickedness, traivsfon 
in^ himself into an Angel of lig 
teaching y interpreting, reveal 
the mysteries of God in car 
reason and wisdom by natc 
parts and arts, not in the p 
Spirit and anointing of GW» i 
so performing all things, in or 
to God and his worship, and cc 
munion with him, by lying s^ 
and wonders, and a/Z deceived 
ness of unrighteousness ; for wl 
the spirit of man, in its own « 
dom and power, acts in the j9 
^^nce of Gofi? and to God, and 
the mighty working and />oicier 
Satan, it doth bring forth «i( 
and wonders, even things i£;onfll 
ful in the eye; of the natural m( 
and such things as are very sig 
very inmges, and shadows of jS 
ritual things, though not the thii 
themselves. 

And the appearances of this n 
of sin are many and divers, the 
fore called m&ny Antichrists ; i 
as this man of sin opposes 
Lord Jesus in spirit and light 
is called the beast, that a^ce: 
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out of the earth, or the lowest 
part of the Creation, the flesh; and 
hy the fire or fle$hly counterfeit- 
ings of the Spirit, which he works 
in the sight of them that dwell on 
the earth or of those that are in 
the fleshy he deceives; And yet 
sach is the power of this beast or 
this spirit of flesh, as it constrains 
men, and compels them, and over- 
comes them wholly to its own 
power, making such in whom it 
reigns to receive a mark in their 
hand and foreheads, that is, to 
own and profess this fleshly wis- 
dom and actings, and to practise 
and put forth the power of it 
against Christ in Spirit, 

And this is that whore too, for 
when the spirit of man is departed 
from God, and the life of God, 
it is hecome an adulteress, having 
left its flrst love, or husband, 
which was the Lord himself, and 
sits upon a beast, even upon the 
flesh, a beast of scarlet colour, 
that is, bloody and persecuting 
the precious and spiritual appear- 
ances of the Lord Jesus, and 
this is a heast of seven heads and 
ten horns, which heads and horns 
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are but figures of carna 
and power, and the s 
ten figures of perfection 
pletenesSy as to the ma 
for the number of the be 
number of a man, and yet 
ber is but 666, that is, 
number of weakness and 
Hon, and work, or bond 
the number of God or 
which is perfection and i 

And the whore is adoi 
gold and pearl, which 
excellencies of nature a 
of worship and Script 
which she decks herseli 
adorned as a counterfeit 
Christ, and upon her hea 
tery, that is, all this appc 
hers, even her highest and 
her head, is mystery to 
are made drunken with t1 
her fornications, or spiriti 
doms and idolatries, the] 
ing none of these, but all 
mystery to them. 

And this Antichrist is 
denies Christ coming in 
God in his people, who 
and coming, that is eve 
out in fresh and glorioui 
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Ties and manifestations oihixnB^M, 
forbidding all beyond them as new 
lights and false revelations, and 
fixing God and his appearances in 
their Conceptions, Votes, and Re^ 
suits, and Counsels, and Conse- 
quences, and Conclusions, and 
Laws of worship. 

This Antichrist thus described 
is found in ma7i, or the spirit of 
mere man, in all his departure or 
falling away from God, in all his 
lying signs or counterfeitings of 
the spirit, in his sitting as Goef, 
in his being a beast or opposing 
the Spirit, in his scarlet colour, 
or his crucifyings of Christ in us ; 
in his denying the Lord's coming 
or further manifestations of his 
light and Spirit in us, and thus 
quenching the Spirit. 

And from hence he flows out 
and spreads himself in the world 
in all Idolatrous ybrwiA' of worship, 
in all false interpretations of God, 
and of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
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bation of some ; and thoagh there 
be in this a more general ministra- 
tion of Christ held forth according 
to the letter, yet they say it goes 
not so high as the mystery of Christ 
in Spirit and in pure glory and 
truthy but of Christ in glorified 
fleshy and as in one single person 
or figure of a man ; and all end 
but in 21 fleshly spirituality, and in 
an attainment as to the mere letter 
of Scripture, 

The Free-Gracian. 

THEY that have discovered up 
into free -grace orthe mystery 
of salvatiouy singled out from cow- 
ditions, qualifications, and works, 
some say, attain no higher in that 
than a dbcovery merely beyond the 
common Protestant, both going oo 
higher than a justification by im- 
putation, and through Christ after 
the flesh, as in one single person or 
figure of 2k man glorified in flesh, or 
the body without, and in a local 
glory, or a circumscribed nature, 
and putting all the righteousness 
upon a mere account in God, and 
all the taking away of sin or sinful 



Christ in 
And the 

to duties a. 

say, to tbi 

their prod\ 
they count 
ginal of alJ 
of grace or 
ceeding as 
tureofthat 
all they do 
love, not in 



ANDtb^ 
such 
demned, bee? 
spiritual, bu 
as not the hi 



Bright and Morning Star. us 
' A Discovert/ of Prayer . 

I rTlHAT which hath been dis- 
i X covered concerning Prayer is 

this: First, 
t That they who could not pray in 
i^ the Spirit might use a form of 
• prayery as John taught his Dis- 
cipleSy and the Lord Jesus his, in 
that of Our Father, Sfc. and David 
in the Psalms ; and the Apostles and 
Christ himself are found in the 
Bwaieform and expressions of pray er 
very often: he went away and 
prayed the same things again; 
J^oses prayed, arise y Lord, SfC. and 
again, arise. Lord; this is the Jirst 
tiiscoveryy and is truth, though 
truth in weakness and infancy. 

A further discovery is, that prayer 
is rather a work of the Spirit than 
of any form, and that no set form 
ought to be put upon the Spirit of 
God, but what it freely breathes 
and speaks, and all constant speak- 
ings to God in this (as they call) 
a conceived way, or impremeditate, 
or extemporary way is taken com- 
monly amongst Christians for 
prayer in the Spirit, and for that 
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i prayer is far worse, by how much 
i it transforms itself more into an 
f Angel of light and is not, sitting* 
! in the Temple of God as God ; or 
k pretending itself to be the Spirit 
w of God, and is not, being more 
ft properly the flowings and breath' 
It ings of reason, and the strength of 
n man's wit, and inemory and affec- 
iK /ions, and is constantly performed 
j in public and private, and thus j^re 
If is fetched down from heaven in the 
sight of 9nen that dwell upon the 
earth, or such as are yet more he- 
low than above, or in heaven, and 
Spirit : and thus the people of Israel isa. i. 
prayed, whose /way cr5 were an abo- 
mination ; thus the Pharisees made Mat. 
long prayers, S^c, 

So as Prayer then, according to 
this discovery, is the iS^P^Vi/ of God 
only revealing and speaking in the 
people of Gorf, we know not what 
fo /way /or as we ought, that is, Rom. s. 

I we, as toe are ourselves know not : *®' *^* 
And therefore all that we pray, and 
not the Spirit of God in us, not that 
Spirit of Prayer, spoken on in Scrip- 
ture, is but the Spirit of mMk pray- 
of ing, which is but the cry of the 
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or this time ; whatsoever ye ask in 
prayer, believing, ^c. 

And all other askings or see kings 
of God which are not thus in Spirit, 
and in the will or mind of God in 
some evidence or pure work of Spirit, 
or raising of Spirit, is but the askings 
of creatures as creatures ; and thus 
idl mere natural and carnal people 
pray, and are heard and answered 
many times, in the mercy wadgood^ 
ness of God, who makes his Sun to 
shine upon the just and unjust. 

All exhortations in Scripture to 
this duty oi prayer, as seek ye my 
face, pray continually, watch and 
joray, be fervent in prayer, a^k and 
ye shall have, Sfc. are only then 
rightly, effectually, and properly 
appliedtind obeyed, when the Spirit 
of God doth it in the Christian, 
when the Spirit of God breathes in 
and reveals the will of God, and 
acts in the duty or expressions, and 
the Christian speaks in himself, or 
In presence of others, that mind of 
God; and so this Spirit of God 
clothes itself in flesh, or letter, or 
expressions, as to the outwardman ; 
and they who say ilmen in the^n^, 
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, my grace is sufficient 2 Cor. 13, 
or is it not enough that I '* *' ^' 
:e for thee in all my deal- 
Ispensations towdirds thee, 
upon that ? and the Lord 
iself prayed, Father, if it Mat. 
Ill let this cup pass ; yet 
s he was more the mani- 

of God, Father, not as / 

is, not as /, or that of 
le, hut as thou wilt ; and 
'istianSy wanting the clear 
)U8 revelation of the will 
pray for such and such 
»r the obtaining such and 
nes, and removal of such 

miseries, being all this 
the dark to the will and 
he Lord; when, as if the 
e Lord were seen or dis- 
hey would rejoice, and be 
juch conditions, and learn 
znt as well as to abound, 
want such or such things Pbii. 4. 11, 
rd takes from them, and *** 
in the Lord without those 

with those things, which 
et state of the Christian, 
or peace in 6gure to that 
fulness to be revealed in 
lose Christians as are in 
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some measure in this light or glimpse 
of the fulness of Go J, are entered 
upon the borders of Cancuin, vnd 
are feeding upon some bunches of 
the grapes of the promised land. 



A Discovery of the Law, 

SOME say, the Law is obli- <; 
g-atory and binding to all 
Christians, because moral, and bo | i 
perpetual, and that it was revealed ; I 
because of transgressions: And 
that the Law is of no less efficacy 
now than before to reveal sin and v 
convince of sin, and that Christ j 
came not to destroy the Law, but x 
to fulfil it ; that the ministery of < 
the Law ought to precede and go 
before the Gospel, because none 
ought to have Christ o£fered to 
them in a promise, but such as the 
Laiu hath humbled and prepared; 
that God doth sanctify the Mi- f 
nistery of the Law to conver^m i 
and sanctijication of his people, 
and such &s preach it are not legal; 
thus the Protestant in general. 

Others say that a further cUS' 
covery of the Law is this. 
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That the Law was a discovery 
or appearance of God^s righteauS" 
ness and manSf according to the 
nature of hoth, as in the first Cre^ 
atioUy God is revealed in the Law 
to be one God and only to be wor- Mark 12. 
shipped, and no other Gods but g^*; 3^ 
one ; and man is revealed in his 14. 
first created righteousness^ love Lake 10. 
thy neighbour as thyself. 

The Law is in every one by na- 
turey accusing and excusing, and 
- God's transcribing it into tables of Rom. a. 1 
stone, was to set before man a tes- 
timony or witness in the letter of 
what Law he had inwardly, the 
Law is spiritual, and to bear wit- Rom. 7. 
ness to his Apostacy and falling ^'*' 
away, and to all his sins, trans- 
gressions and enormities commit- 
ted. 

Moses and the Prophets were 
Ministers of it in the letter, the John i. 1: 
Law was given by Moses, it being 
firstdelivered or preached by the ilfi- Mat. 11. 
nistery of Angels, or dispensation He b. -2. 
of Angels; the Lord Jesus himself 
and the Apostles were clearer and Math. .'>. 
more spiritual Ministers of it. ^3"'; ^ 

The Law, as it is in letter, and 
in the Ministery of Moses, and Heb. 10. 
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eousness is but to bondage, com- 
pared with the higher law or Spirit Rom. s. 2. 
of life. 

The Zaw curseth all unright- Rom.3. ii», 
eousness as to the flesh or man ^^' 
sinning, and it is that standing 
condemnation oi flesh or sin; the 
Law was revealed because of trans- 
gression, and cursed is every one Gal. 3. 10. 
that continueth not in all things 
that are written in the Law. * 

All the repentance and reformat 
tion, which the Law or mere mi- 
nistery of the letter works, is not 
spiritual but legal ; and yet, if in 
order to a more spiritual or to 
Christ in Spirit, it is of the nature 
ef John*s Ministery, a, preparatory John 1. 17. 
hnd flgure of more glory and truth Heb 10. i. 
in substance. 

The spiritual man, who lives in 
the Spirit, is not under the mere 
law of the letter, but it is accord- 
ing to its spirituality, the princi- 
ple and spiritual life of him, so as 
such are not under the Law but Rom. 0. 14. 
under Grace, and not in bondage Rom. 7. 
and fear but love ; perfect love ^ ^^^ ^ 
casting out /ear. is. 

They that are true spiritual 
comprehensive Christians know in 
h2 
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what order and subservie 
place the law^ as it is in a 
tery of letter y when as the 
Christian, in the first discc 
Christ or Free Grace, lool 
all Ministrations below 
legal, and so is carried out 
pose them too disorderly. 



A Discovery of Dutit 
Works. 

SOME say that duti< 
works are fruits oi fa 
(JaJ. 5. 22. of the habits of grace in 
Mat. V.w. ^^® *^® conformity of a 0/ 
Mat. 5. 10. to the Commandments anc 
*^Jo. ^' of God revealed in Scriptui 
that duties are to be done 1 
1 Tim. 6. commanded, and that they a 
Heb! 10. '^oys and means as God hs 
24. pointed a Christian to wal 

""it^s.' salvation; and that accon 
these are performed more 
strictly a Christian ought t< 
himself or approve himsel 
that Christians are to wai 
God in duties for the <S/7i] 
for all other discoveries of hi 
thus the Protestant in gene 
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Others say that the duties and 
works of a Christian flow from the Roi 
Spirit of God, of love and of adop- .^"J 
tion, else they are but the perform- J' 
ances and obedience of servants, Z 
not of sons and such as are born 
of God. 

That the mere Commandments 
or Ze/^er of Scripture is not a Zaw; roi 
to a Christian why he should walk ' 
in duties, but the law written in 
our hearts, the law of Ziyi? ; and Roi 
this is the difference of duties and ^ 
performances under the mere Old 
Testament dispensation and the 
New^ or pure Gospel or new Cove- 
nant, the one or that of Moses was 
a Ministery from without, that of 
Christ from within, and that duties 
in the Zc^^cr are but Images and 
figures of what the spiritual man 
doth act from that Zi/c of CAm^ 
in him, not as things commanded 
him, nor in relation to heaven and 
hell; because such obedience and 
actings are of service, and acted 
as first from without, and merce- 
nary or of price, and for salva- 
tion. 
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A Discovery of outwai 
Ordinances. 

SOME say, outward Ordina\ 
are Commands of Christy 
therefore to be done because 
are Commands, and that they 
sanctified by God, and his Sp 
and that we are to wait on Go 
the use oi means, and that spiri 
things are conveyed by C 
nances into the souls of men, 
says the Protestant generally 
Others say, That outward C 
nances as in the letter are the 
Testament Ministration, or a Z 
ministration o£John*s minister 
Christ under the Law, or in^i 
and that such Ordinances as 
Lord Jesus commanded whil 
was in the Ministery of the . 
made under the Law, a minist 
circumcision, and not comman< 
Christ as in mere glory and sj. 
nor a ministration of his as in 
more excellent condition and 
not distinguishing Christ ai 
flesh, and so teaching and • 
vianding, and as in Spirit, ai 
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istering in pure spiritual light 
glory, is the reason of all such 
zl doctrine and use of ordi- 
ices in bondage, as is this day 
the letter: Other of Baptism, 
;. or Church fellowship, Sfc. 
That the new Covenant or God 
vealed in his, and teaching his 
not by any outward way or mi^ 
istery or means, but by the in- 
;ard or unction and anointing, ye Heb. 8. 
ire all taught of God; no man 
shall teach his neighbour or brO' 
ther any more, saying, know the 
Lord; and all conference and dis- 
coveries in letter or speech is but 
mere witnessing to the Lord and 
the discoveries of God of what we 
are taught, not any ministery (as 
formerly) for teaching. 

No outward ordinance or mzni- 
stration of the creature or of Zc</er 
can convey or confer or bring in 
pure spiritual things, there is a John 3. 8. 
great mistake in that, and they are 
but signs and shadows of spiritual 2 Cor. 4. 
things, and they are to the Spirit Heb*. 10. 1. 
in the New Testament as the sha- 
dows of the Old were to the flesh 
of Christ, figures and perishing 
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Col. 2. 20. things and to be fulfilled in Spit 
^ 20'^' * * and in the coming of Spirit. 

They are that which are callei 
1 Cor. 13. the beholding Gad as in a glasi 
the seeing darkly and in part th 
heavens and earth which are to b 
rolled up as a garment, 

A Discovery of the Jews am 
their Conversion. 

SOME say, they are those wb< 
are of the seed of Ahrahax^ 
and have Abraham to their Father 
and are Jews hj fleshly birth, an< 
such as live yet in the Old Testa 
ment Laws and Privileges as cir 
cumcision, and have the veil upoi 
Kom. 0. 6, their hearts untaken away, oppo 
^' sing Christ come in the fleshy an 

expecting the Messiah yet in ) 
more carnal glory, they shall b 
converted and called in before th 
coming of Christ in Judgment, 

Others say, That the Jews wer> 
but 2i figure of the children of tb 
bondwoman, and of the Christian 
under the Apostacy or in mere lei 
ter and corrupted forms of wor 
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skip ; and as the Jew was reckoned 
before to be the people of mere 
OrdinanceSy and of the worship of 
t God according to the letter of 
^ Scriptures, to whom the Oracles 
* of God were committed, and to Rom. 9. 4. 
fe ^hom pertained, &c. so the Chris- 
tians generally who are now the 
people of the New Testament, as 
to letter, and of all the worship 
according to the scriptures in the 
letter, are that Jew under the new 
Testament, answering to the Jew 
under the old, there being two 
seeds according to the flesh and Rou. 0. 6. 
according to promise, though they ^' 
by promise or faith are counted 
for the seed. 

The calling of the Jews is the Rom. 2. 
bringing up the Christians from ^*^' 
letter to Spirit, and according to 
this mystery the Jews shall be 
called and converted daily; and 
are ; for in the whole Nations of 
Christians as of Italy, Germany, 
Poland, Denmark, Spain, France, 
Scotland, England, Sfc, the Lord 
shall call in many by his own Spi- 
rit into himself, and shall be re- 
vealed in them in power not in 
form* 
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I of 5m being revealed, hath 2 Pet. 3. 8, 
I grace and long suffering, *' *' ** 
:h patiently borne his being 
d in spiritual Sodom or 

and therefore he hath been 
people under P(>pery, under 
mcy, and is at this day, not 
obation of their ybrm but in 

mere love, grace , and long- 
\g, and is at this day ac- 
ly with the people in Inde* 
?y. Presbytery, Baptism, 

all other male-administra- 

Lord Jesus hath a day and 2 Thes. 1. 
be revealed in, which is his 
in the Sai7its, when he will 
he World, and then shall 
Hst be consumed, and the 2 Thes. 2. 
the whore, or Babylon in 
'Aministrations shall be tor- R«ir. 17. 
and burnt with^re, and not 
one of Babylon shall be 
but dashed against ihestones, 
purest Idols she hath, even 
f gold and silver, with all 
chandize, pearls, and pre* 
lones, and cinnamons and 
andyra72^inc£77S£,all things 
worship, SfC. and adminis- 
though very sweet and pre- 
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cious in the judgment of fleil 
blood, and then shall all the Si 
Indulgencies cease to all 
things under which they are 
walking, some in Conscience f 
in Liberty y even then when i 
indulgency ceases. 



A Discovery of Chri 
in us. 

SOME say it is no othei 
habits oi grace in us, and 
a work of sanctifcation and 
tif cation wrought by the gra 
the Spirit; and this they s 
Christ formed in us, the ima 
Christ, the conformity to CI 
this the Protestant genei-ally. 
Others say Christ in us is 
we are made the anointed of 
which is the Christ, or the \ 
Cor. 1%. entire Christ, as one spiritua 
man. 

And that the image of Chr 
us is Christ manifested in our 
'hii. 8. 10. as to sufferings and death, wh 
the flesh is crucified in the j 
of God and of the Spirit, an 
outward man or the Flesh is i 
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and perishing even day by day^ 
and is then dead when the very life 
of the Flesh is slain, and we live 
no more unto ourselves, but God or 
Christ liveth in us, it being no more 
toe that live, and manifested, as in Gai. «. 
Tesurrection, or in the life of the 
Spirit, wherein we who were dead 
in sins and trespasses are risen with 
Christ, who is the resurrection and 
the /i/i?, I am the resurrection and 
the life. 

The Fiery Trial. 

THERE is a State and condition 
of Christians scarce known, 
and it is the fiery Trial, or that 
power of God put forth upon the 
administrations that Christians are i Pet. 4. 
under, and so passing out of them 
into higher discoveries of God; and 
ihe fiery trial is the Spirit of God 
burning up or destroying such an 
administration to a Christian, as 
when a Christian passes from a 
mere legal state into a state less 
legal or more Gospel, receiving 
some more precious and sweet ap^ 
pearances of God in Grace, and 
free promises; in this passage there 



164 Some Beams of that 

is a Fiery Trial upon that 
Administration that was Le 
whereby man's own righteoua 
is consumed and crucified to a e 
excellent discovery of God; 
even in that more Gospel- Stai 
a Christian f whereby he enjoys 
in that ministration o£ graces, g 
and Ordinances, there will I 
fiery Trial in a Christian's pasf 
into more glorious manifestat 
of God, and there will be a bun 
and torment even in that minis 
tion of his graces and gifits, ^i 
And this State is Prophesie 
in that Scripture, the sun shal 
turned into darkness, and the m 
into hlood before that great 
notable day, that is, not only 
Lord Jesus, ih^Sun, (as some i 
will be as darkness to the wo 
Sfc, but all that which was the gi 
and light of a Christian, and 
way of communion with God, 
Sun, and Moon, and Stars shai 
darkened and become as blood 
fore that notable day, or that o 
excellent revelation of God: 

2i*et.8.io, that of Peter, but the day of 
Lord will come, Sfc, in the wl 

. the heavens shall pass away wi 
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iscy and the elements .nhall 
h fervent heat ; the earth 
I the works that are therein 
burnt up ; which is not 
Wophecy of the last^W^- 
it of the particular judg- 
Dn former administrations 
istian which {^figured out 
lavens and earth, and ele- 
hich are those more or less 
administrations y and the 
bat trial by the Spirit of 
ich 2L8 jfire burns and de- 

8 accordingly figured out 

the Corinthians, The fire i Cor. 3.1 3, 

•y every man's work, of *** 

t it is ; If any man's work 

burnt, he shall suffer loss, 

ork is those several admi- 

ms of gold, silver, precious 

vood, hay, stubble, which 

ier the revelation of the 

glory of Christ, or fire of 

t. 

s further revealed in Re^ 

s, 2. 9. I know thy works 

Elation and poverty, Sfc. 

shall have tribulation for 

^5, this was written to the 

of Smyrna, or to all Chris- 
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tions and withdrawings of God, 
3n as they are the presence of 
d upon such administrationt 
king them dark and wither and 
sume, and the bringing in of a 
ler and fuller glory. 

7d in Heaven or in a 
Place of Distance as to 
our Infirmity. 

^ANY Christians in their 
YjL conceptions of God and 
lyings or addresses to God con- 
er him as in a local glory, and 
change the glory of the incor- 
>tible God into an image made 
e to corruptible man. 
Grod is infinite and all in all^ 
i ¥^hither shall / go (saith the 
almist) from thy spirit, or whi- 
jr shall IJly from thy presence, 
i where is the i^Zoc^ of his rest ? iia. m. i. 
d say not in thy heart who shall 
^end into heaven to bring Christ Rom. lo. 
on from above ? The word is 
^h even in thy heart, the word 
ith the Apostle) that we preach, 
ich word was Christ the eternal 
7rd, which was with God and 
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ed in those as in a glass darkly, 
we have not seen his shape^ 
^ heard his voice. 

The Spiritual Sabbath. 

^HIS Mystery of God was 
;. held forth first in the Ore- 
on in that of the seventh day 
ich God was said to sanctify, 6c 
ich was no other than the en- 
ment of God in the Revelation 
himself, who is perfect rest and 
bhath in his own glory, the six 
ys being accordingly 2l figure of 
) Christian in bondage or under 
tive and working administra^ 
^718, as those of the Law and 
jspel are, as all forms of wor- 
ip, duties, graces, prayer, Ordi- 
nces, SfC. 

This Sabbath was a sign to the 
ople of God in bondage or under 
3 law, and the Lord Jesus, in 
I Active hnd fulfilling Adminis- 
ition while he was in the flesh, 
IS the Antitype of the six days, 
d his entering into glory was L 
at very Sabbath and rest, which 
IS the bosom of the Father from 
tience he came and where he J< 
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The Gospel as in its own 
Glory J and as in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New 
Testament. 

THE Gospel is everlasting , Rev. u. e. 
for it is the tidings and Re- 
velation of God, in love, grace^ 
or mercy to his, or God mani- 
fested in flesh, or making his 7Vz- 
bemacle with men. 

This Gospel, which is no other 
than the mystery of Salvation, 
revealed or declared in Spirit to 
men, is clothed in several admi- 
nisirations, as that of the Old 
Testament and the New, the Scrip- 
tures of both heing the Revelation 
of heavenly things by earthly or 
created things, or by natural forms 
and expressions, so as the letter 
is a par able, figure or allegory, by 
which spiritual things are spoken 
and brought forth amongst men; 
they are they which testify of 
Christ, hitherto I have spoken to 
you in Proverbs, Sfc. The Scrip- 
tures or writings of the everlast- 
ing Gospel, are the true scriptures. 
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is purcy spiritualf divine Oospel, 
but that which is ligkty lifey glory ^ 
spirit y or God revealed; whatso- 
ever is of mere letter^ form^ Ordi* 
nance, is of the administration or 
Gospel-clothing and appearance^ 
as to men and as in the flesh, 
things that are seen are temporal, 
things that are not seen are eter* 
nal. 

So as that distinction used con- 
cerning Ordinances, when they are 
called Gospel- Ordinances^ Gospel- 
Commandments in contradistinc- 
tion to the legal Ordinances is a 
great mistake and an advancing 
and Exalting outward things into 
spiritual, and putting an Image of 
Christ and divinity upon them, 
which they will not bear in such 
an opposition or contradistinction, 
to the Ordinances under the law, 
for all the Ordinances under the 
law or of the Old Testament, 
were Gospel Ordinances, or Ordi- 
nances holding forth Christ, and 
figuring Christ : and so the Ordi- 
nances of the New Testament: 
and are all alike letter, outward, 
and visible, and of things that 
perish with using, which was the 
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many weak Christians now, who 
having sat down to eat and drink 
in the Administrations of the New 
Testament, as these in the Old, 
rise up to play, go away fed up with 
created refreshments, rather than 
spiritual manifestations of God. 

Assurance of Salvation. 

THE />ur&, spinttial, and glori- 
OILS assurance of salvation 
comes from the knowledge of God, 
or the pure manifestation of the 
Spirit of God, bearing witness, and 
giving testimony, that we are the 
children of God; this is pure spi- 
ritual assurance, this is called the 
white stone with a new name writ- Rev. 2. n. 
ten, which none know but those 
that have it, this is the unction i.Joims. 
whereby we know all things, this ^^' 
is that Spirit by which we know icor.2.12. 
things freely given to us of God. 

So as all Demonstrations of Sal- 
vation, which are made to the soul 
by any rational, persuasive, or Ar- 
gumentative way, and not in the 
mere evidence of the pure light or 
spirit of God , is but moral , or human 
and traditional, and will fail ; and 
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all applications of Gospel promises, 
and all Conclusions from the mere 
letter of Scriptures, which are not 
the pure image or Figure without, 
answering the very evidence and 
demonstration of Spirit, and of God 
within, is hut a literal BndfbmuU 
assurance, and will fail. 

All counterfeit or resembled tes- 
timonies, either by Satan, who can 
transform himself into an Angel of 
Light, or by the mere persuasion 
of Nature, or the carnal conscience, 
whereby Nature doth willingly de- 
ceive, and flatter and persuade itself, 
being usually unwilling to perishf 
and believe its own destruction will 
fail. 

But there are many ways oftu- 
surance of Salvation, though more 
dim and faint, besides that more tn- 
ward and purely spiritual, and that 
merely of God, which is enjoyed 
very rarely , and I know not by 
whom, excepting those only to whom 
the Kingdom of God is revealed in 
spirit, and God is seen face to face; 
and first assurance is wrought by 
the kyiowledge of God, according 
to such enjoyment as the soul is 




Bright and Morning Star, r* 

under in its Administration to God, 
as 

First, there are these ways of 
\ knowing God. 

^ 1. By reason or the mere light 
of nature, and works of this ere- 
ation, and here is a law accusing 
and excusing, (as the Apostle saith) 
and how God is revealed in this as 
to salvation in all those Nations 
where the Gospel is not heard as 
in its outward letter and Adminis- 
tration, or elsewhere, and how far 
God may administer Christ in this, 
as formerly to Job and Cornelius, 
I dare not judge, nor condemn, nor 
conclude, but sure there is no Sal- 
\~ vation out of Christ ; and how far 
\ God may use this light of nature or 
L reason to administer Christ in, as 
he makes use of others more low 
and visible administrations not so 
excellent, I know not. 

2. There is a knowledge of God 
/ by graces and gifts, or fruits of the 
' Spirit, as faith, love, self-denial, 
repentance, &c. and by the letter or 
i promises, and outward Ordinances 
and Duties; and as God's manifes- 
I tation is in these, so is the assurance 

T o 
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oi salvation through these, etnd, 
assurance is of no higher and c/et 
and more glorious certainty t 
God through these doth afford, i 
is, (as the Apostle saith) darkl 
in a glass; and as these are : 
dowed and clouded, so is the a% 
ance, and that is the reason ^ 
so many are cast down and affile 
as to this thing of assurance^ \ 
pine and consume because the j 
timonies of their Salvation are 
brighter nor clearer than such i 
ministration will admit, and h 
they are to wait. 

The reason why assurancet 
salvation are no more glorious 
purBjis because the spiritualChu 
or Saints are in Baby Ion fin thejlt 
compassed about with the myst 
of iniquity, and of Antichrist 
ourselves, and enjoy not God 
that sweet and pure vision as tl 
shall do when they return to Je 
saleniy the new Jerusalem^ the ( 
of the living God, 

They that speak of the assuran 

in pure revelation of Spirit, 

comprehending all the several i 

ministrations2ind measuresvfhei 

God appears to his, do much n 
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take, and it will appear from that 
knowledge of God which is amongst 
men, in all its several dispensations^ 
AS here follows. 

The Knowledge of God ac- 
cording to the various Dis- 
pensations of Himself 

GOD is known in the light of 
nature or reason y and works 
of this creationy the eternal power Rom. i. 
and Godhead being seen by things 
that do appear^ and man being 
made after the Image of God, and 
having a law within him accusing Rom. t. 
or excusing, 

2. By the mere letter or scrips 
tures, and light of nature or reason, 
which is a rational dispensation ^ 
heightened from such Images and 
appearances of Go(^ as it meets with 
there or in letter. 

3. By outward Ordinances, or 
signs and Images, and things that 
do appear, and thus Goc? is seen 
still as in the creation, or itz created 
things. 

4. By the ministery of Angels^ 
or a more high and Seraphical, 
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lusts : now if these livcy God was 
never yet seen, none can see God 
and live ; for when any see God^ 
it shall he no more they that live, 
hut Christ or God that liveth in Gal 
them ; now who is there that hath 
seenGoA. that doth not live, in whom 
nothing of self lives. And that we 
may see how God revealed will 
annihilate and bring to nothing all 
flesh, consider the appearances of 
Angels, and graces, &c. How was 
Daniel smote into astonishment ? 
no spirit was left in him : how was 
Isaiah ? Woe is me, I am undone, 
I have seen the Lord: how was 
John when he fell at the Angels 
feet ? how have many left the world 
and worldly contents, relations, and 
all other creature comforts, as many 
Anchorites andcontemplative souls, 
who are carried no higher than by 
Angel discoveries I 

Oh ! how doth the pure appear- 
ance of God pour shame upon all 
flesh, 2Lnd fleshly glory and excel- 
lency, upon all the visions and 
dreams that man hath had of God, 
either by pure reason, his image, 
or by ci^eature-imagery , or outward 
administration and notion by letter. 
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lio Israel, and the Spirit of grace Acts a 
. "^irhich mourns over him, ^c. and is ^**^- * 
^at godly sorrow for sin, the new- 2 Cor. 
^wan grieving over the o/c?. ^*- 

2. In faith, which they say is 
mn ac^ of the regenerate soul upon 
Ohrist, resting and believing in him Rom.] 
-^OT justification and righteousness, 
^r as some say, a ^race from Christ Rom. 
^r righteousness. 
! 3. in conversion or ca/Zin^, which 

i is the wor^ of the spmV of God, 
( turning, or sanctifying, or /)cr- iThet 
I suading the soul of the Christian p^"j 
I irom his sinful and unregenerate 
M estate to God in Christ. 
^ 4. In^'tij^ca^n, which is God's 
'^ jpardoning the 5iw5 of a believer, or Rom. 
^: not imputing sins unto him, and Rom. 
. ? imputing the righteousness of Christ 

unto him, whereby he stands justi- Rom. 1 
''edBXid forgiven, 2Lnd righteous in Rom. 
the sight of Goc? freely ; and of 
Ood's ^race through faith instru- 
•mentally, which as the hand re- 
ceives Christ, as some say ; without 
'^aith, as others say. Thus the 
* Scriptures in the letter hold forth 
p the first revelation of the mystery 
»■ of God[ in such words and expres- 
B4 sions as these, and such as these 
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ry is revealed m pieces vatA par tSy 
. after the manner of wen, ac- 
diDg to the infirmity oioxxT^eshy 
bin the Christian in graces, SfC, 
1 in the Scriptures, or expressions 
[forms without the Christian. 



i€ Seekers, their Attain- 
me?it, with a Discovery 
of a more spiritual Way. 

"^HEY find that the former 
Christians of the^r*^ or of 
Apostles* times, according to 
titutions then, and the adminis- 
Hon of Ordinances then, were 
:e visibly and spiritually en* 
Ted with power from on high, 
with gifts of the Spirit, and 
were able to make clear and 
lent demonstrations of (rod 
)ngst them ; as in the Churches 
ill the Christians then, in Co- 
fA, Ephesus, SfC. And that all 
) administered in any outward 
ice, as to spiritual things, were i Cor. i 
bly gifted; there was then an 
ostle, Evangelist, Prophet, Eph.4. 
stor. Teacher, Gifts of Heal- 
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practice for Worship, but accord- 
ing to the first pattern. 

They wait only in Prayer and 
Conference, pretending to no cer- 
tain detertnination of things, nor 
L any infallible consequences or in- 
ii 'terpretations of Scriptures. 
^ They wait for a restoration of 
I all things, and a setting up all 
Gospel Officers, Churches, Ordi* 
nances, according to the pattern in 
the New Testament. 

They wait for an Apostle or 
«: Angel, that is, some with a visible 
ffT glory and power, able in the Spirit 
'm. to give visible demonstration of 
r their sending, as to the world : and 
Mf thus they interpret those places of 
ff the Revelation, 
V This is the highest of their At- 

n tainment, 

t But some speak of a further dis- 

i - covery, and more spiritual than 
> this of the Seekers, as this : 
1^ 1. That there is no warrant from 

^ Scriptures to expect any restoring 
of Offices or Ordinances according 
to the first pattern in Scripture. 

2. That the ^TBt pattern in Scrip- 
ture of Offices and Ordinances, 
was but a more purely-legal Dis- 
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holdy he is in the desert y go not Mat. 
Jvrth : And that it is that condition 
prophesied on to be in the secret 
chambers, or single fellowships 
that are in such expectations; a 
cAam^er signifying an upper room, 
or a room above others ; so this state 
of Seeking is thought by those of 
that Way, to be an upper room, or 
higher administration, as to Pres- 
hytery. Independency, Baptism, 
SfC. and that Lo, Christ is here, 
\ or the gathering into that Way, 
and sajing it is his, to wait in, 

6. lliat the truth is, Christ is in 
all his in spirit and truth, and as 
the eternal seed; and his fulness Coi. i 
"; is already in the Saints, or all true 
I Christians: and that all growth, Bph.; 
** improvement, or reformation that **• 
is to be, is only the revelation or 
appearance of this : When he shall coi. a 
appear^ Sfc. or to be revealed in iJoh> 
the brightness of his coming, in the 2Thei 
i day of the Lord Jesus; and that ^'^ 
' he is in us that true life, salvation, 
glory ; only we see him but in par/ ; 
and that all conceptions of God or 
Christ, as to distance of coming, Rom. 
^c. administrations, ordinances, ''* 
gifts f are bat to expect Christ in a 
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Cui. \.^, fleshly way or appearance, not a« 
he is in us, our Zi/e, fulness, hope 
of glory, Sfc. And this next ap- 
pearance of his shall be in his own 
light, spirit, and glory, in hitnself 
and his. And this is that RefaT' 
mation to be expected ; this is the 
Psa. 36. last administration of himself by 
himself in his: In his light we 
shall see light. 

And the Saints or true Chrit' 
tians shall not only see Ood thus in 
himself face to face, as they are 
seen; but the t(;arZ</ shall see him in 
a way of conviction and spiritual 
judgment upon themselves; eyen 
him that sits upon the throne. 

And all that pure administration 
of Ordinances and Gifts which was 
and is expected by these, is but a 
middle or interdispensation betwixt 
God and his ; wherein Grod is seen 
as in a glass, not as he is in his own 
glory, which is himself, which is 
the last and most spiritual disco- 
very. 
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Grounds both against 
berty of Conscience and ^ 
" ity clearly stated^ for 
' to judge. 

nst Liberty of Conscience 
ese are the strongest Grounds, 
d all the Grounds generally 
own. 

HE Magistrate is the keeper 
of both the Tables of the O1M09 

: and as he may punish any TabSSe^ 
committed against the second 
le, or the society of man ; so 
lay punish any Idolatry com- 
3d against God, or the Wor- Exod.a). 

of God, in the first Table. 

The Magistrates under the Old 
'ament reformed; Moses and 
iua, the Kings and Princes of 
%h and Israel, Nehemiah, SfC. 
16 Magistrates now. 

The Magistrate is the minis- 
>f God for good, and a terror Rom. 13. 
ml works, and bears not the 
'd in vain; therefore may 
sh Heresy and Schism, because 

The Magistrates are pro- 
ned on to be assistants to the 
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and no settlement nor establish- 
ment of any Peace^ Order, or 
Truth in the Church. 

10. It appears from the practice 
of all Christian States generally, 
who punish all such as conform not ; 
from all Councils and Synods, who 
still hold this power to be in the Ma- 
gistrate, of reforming and punish- 
ing Heresy and Schism, 

The Grounds for Liberty of Con- 
science which are strongest, and 
are all commonly known. 

1. Moses was a keeper of both 
Tables only as he was a Type of 
Christ, and so called 'the Mediator 

of the Old Testament, and Wor- John i. iz. 
ship of God then : but so is not the 
Magistrate now, the Office of 
Moses being fulfilled in Jesus Act* 3. -22. 
Christ, and ending in him, even 
in that Person in whom all the Luke 0. 30, 
Types were fulfilled, ^^ 

2. The Magistrates of the Old 
Testament; as Moses, Joshua, the 
Kings of Judah and Israel, Nehe- 
miah, Sfc, were in a peculiar and 
special way of Magistracy as to 
that Church' Polity of the Jews^ 
and had a special, and peculiar. 
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in vain. But this is not as to 
Heresy and Schism, of which the 
higher Law is judge, viz. the Law 
of the Spirit of life which is in 
Jesus Christ, not the Law of Na- 
ture or this Creation, 

4. In that Prophecy, Kings shall 
I be thy fathers, and Queens thy 
nursing mothers, is not in its own 
Scripture, or any other, interpreted 
to be any other thing than the in- 
dulgency ^n^ favour of States and 
Kingdoms to the people of God; 
which is far from bearing witness 
to any destructiveness or persecu^ 
tion of them. 

6. ThatPe^er smote iiiMCTtias and , 
his wife Sapphira with death for 
lying, is only a witness of God's 
power and holiness put forth in an 
act of Miracle upon the sin of Hy- 
pocrisy for convincing unbelievers, 
and confirming believers, and is no 
way exemplary to any Magistrate, 
'^ being a power by miracle, or by 
i an extraordinary act ; and Magis- 
^ tracy in its administration is ordi- 
nary : and it was in an Apostle, 
(not a Magistrate, by a spiritual, 
not a carnal weapon. 
6. PaiiZ'^ wishing that 5tfc/iu;ere 
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ptiesiedi IS tlieir 5p[i'itiinl smiting 
that Anti-chnslian working ivith 
the Sword of the Spirit, throunph 
some new enlifjktening& from God 
received, or brightness of Christ's 
^lory^ which shall day and kill all 
appearances and deceivahleness of 
the man of sin or false Prop he t, 
and not suffer htm to live. 

B* That there will be no settle- 
ment of Peace, Order ^ or Truth 
in the Church if the Magiatrates 
do not punish for Heresi/, is upon 
mistaken and false g^^ounda, sup- 
posing three things which are not. 
First, that the Church-imlity of 
the Jewshy Magistrate and Priest- 
hood is to be used b j Christians ; 
which is not, it being fulfilled in 
Christy the true King and Priest ; 
and Christians having no such in- 
fallible Priesthood to join to Magis^ 
trncy* Secondly, that Civil povjer 
can establish anything of an higher 
glory ^ law and principle ^ than it' 
selft as all spiritual truths and 
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discoveries of Jesus Christ are. 
Thirdly, the mistake of true spi- 
ritual settlement^ pence f order ^wsA 
truthy which receive all their bemg^ 
propagation^ and establiekmeisi 
from the Spirit of God, and the 
Scriptures, and such spiritaal Laws 
as God hath revealed for ordering 
the outward man of the Chrietiam 
by, respectively to the Society or 
fellowship of other CAm^umt, 
eaXledChurch-eeneurea^iie. ChriS' 
turns being under a twofold PoUtfi 
that of the Kingdom of Chriat^ m 
Christians; that of the kingdom 
of this worlds as men^ or sudi as 
are subject to the Laws of eml 
Government: And likewise sop- 
posing all peace and order to bi 
grounded upon Uniformity^ no! 
Eph 4. 8. upon Unity of spirit; and pre■e^ 
vation of the ami Peace of tbfl 
State. 

10. That States and Kingdom 
do to this day practise panisfaiog 
Heresy by the power of Magis- 
trates^ and that Councils and Sy< 
nods do allow it ; all such practice 
of what States soever in tibia kini 
doth shew only what they do, no( 
what they ought to do. And dM 
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kingdoms of the world are prophe- Re 
p sied on to give their Kingdoms and 
strength from themselves to the 
I false Church. And for Councils 
\ and Synods, they are such as have 
^ erred in other things, and why not 
I in this ? It being their great Interest 
I to establish themselves, &c. by the 
• Magistrate's power. 
[ Whatsoever is not of faith is R; 

: sin : So as ail who are compelled in 
things of Worship to do anything 
of which they are not persuaded, 
' do sin. 

^ Gospel-sins, or sins against an 

higher law or light than that of 

Nature and Reason, (which is the 

only sphere for Civil Government 

to move in) is to be judged and 

punished by a law 4nd light pro- 

1 portionable, and more spiritual than 

I any power of Magistracy ; as the 

' Spirit of God going out in Gospel- 

I Judgment, Admonition, Rejection, 

%. Excommunication, SfC. 

The danger and hazard of Per- 
secution of the members of Christ, 
f which is a sin bringing much judg- 
I ment, because judged and punished 
J by such a light and law, viz, by 
I Synods and Councils of men who 



man conforming to i 
in fear and bonda^ 
All such ;M>u;eroi 
States and Kingd 
with any light and 
Spain, France, SfC. 
the true Interests ol 
and Kingdoms opp 
cieties And fellowsl 
to spiritual things 
so peaceably afPecU 
subjects. 

A Mystery,; of 
tianfollowing 
ances of God 
created Thini 

npHAT which is 
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God, as to the world, or in this 
creation; or the clothing of God, 
being such forms and dispensa- 
tions as God puts on amongst men 
to appear to 'them in: this is the 
garment the Son of God was 
clothed with down to the feet, or Re 
to his lowest appearance. And 
€rod doth not fix himself upon any 
one foi'm or outward dispensation^ 
but at his own will and pleasure 
comes forth in such and such an 
administration^ and goes out of it, 
and leaves it, and takes up ano- 
ther. And this is clear in all 
God's proceedings with the world, 
both in the Jewish Church and He 
State ; and Christians now. And ' 
when God is gone out, and hath 
left such or such an administra- 
tionf of what kind soever it is, be 
it religious, moral, or civil ; such 
an administration is a desolate 
house, a temple whose veil is rent, 
a sun whose light is darkened ; 
and to worship it then^ is to wor- 
ship an Idol, an Image, a form, 
without God, or any manifestation 
of Grod in it, save to him, who (as 
Paul saith) knows an Idol to be m 
nothing, 

k2 
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Ve, spiritual^ 

Btian, is one who 

7od from admmutrm^Zl^ 
nistration^ and so ^^^gOw 
in all his remcvem am^ 
IZ increasings vaAflom»g$i 
I are weak and in tlM^lMl^ 
^rry behind^ wonhinpiiih^ 
or adminutroJIum^xS^ 
[God is departed. 
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Postscript to Mastet 
fatakeTj Author of a 
^ook called Shadows idtt- 

Mut SubstancCy wriUe$ 

against me. 

^H£ reasons why I did loC 

answer yoa were tbeie : . I 

ban your last Book, called iSla- 

OS without Substance, jre* 

I found that Replies and JR^'oin- 

ters did exceedingly confirand and 



of 

otl 
Ti« 

a ma 
son, 
Tru 



S^-^ 



^ 



irplex the plainness and mqrfi* I your '> 

hity, and glory of Truth, and faid | itnff ^^ 

auchof self, 9nd passion, aiidrf* | dering 

J crimination; which I am confident jour ; 

the Lord will shew yoa in mach of [ yoar j 

what you haye written. For I am Aposi 
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assured that God will reveal and 
convince you powerfully and 
mightily in many paasag^es which 
ycmrje//* wrote, and not the Spirit 
of God. Laj your hand upon 
your heart, and consider sadly, if 
the advantage of the timeSy the 
glory of reputation^ ^e passion of 
man in you, and the multitude of 
yearSf and fame of learning (not 
willing to be convinced by days or 
months) did not write most of your 
last Book. 

What you wrote in the sincerity 
of Spirit, and in that measure of 
Truth you received, I rejoice in ; 
and what you wrote in the artifice 
of your parts, your unt, and your 
other human advantages, or de- 
vices of flesh and blood, whereby 
you laid on colours to make your 
own Arguments fair and comely to 
a man judging no higher than Rea' 
son, or in your own measure of 
Truth, and whereby you laid on 
your darker and more shadowish 
stuff upon me your adversary, ren- 
dering me to the Reader, both in 
your Title-page, and throughout 
your Book^ as one that denied the 
Apostles* Doctrine, and Christ's, 



\ 



104 Some Beams of that 

because I denied your conclusions 
and deductions to be that Tery 
Doctrine^ and the mind of those 
very Scriptures of Christ and the 
Apostles. This, I say, must pass 
under the Jiery trial, and yoo nnst 
su£Fer loss, so as hjjire. 

Surely, to aeny what Master 
Gataner, or some Synods of men 
say, is not to deny what Christ 
and the Apostles say, unless the 
Spirit of God reveal in them one 
and the same Truth, and that they 
all speak by one and the same 
Spirit, in 07ie and the same lanr 
guage. 

Nor did I see that you in all 
your Writiftgs had done anything 
against the truth declared by me ; 
but had only defended yourself, 
and your own measure of truth, 
with refection and reproaches of 
mine; and all this in the form 
only of argumentation and confu' 
tation, not in the power : so as I 
did rest without replying, knowing 
that the substance of what truth 
I had written was as I had receired 
then; and would abide, because he 
who is the pattern of all truth, 
Jesus Christ, abides the same, yes- 
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terday, and to-day, and for ever. 
And for any expressions of mine, or 
Jbrm of words which may make 
truth appear to some not one and 
the same : I only can as yet speak 
truth in the language given me : 
when I can speak more tongues, 
or the languages of several Chris- 
tianSf of which the gifts of 
tongues were a sign, then / and 
you shall he better understood by 
ourselves and others. 

Sir, I have spoken one />ar^icu- 
lar move clearly, which you and 
some others spake on in my Book, 
And thus I take my leave of you, 
desiring to love any appearance of 
God in you, and to forgive any in- 
Jirmities in you, which are of man; 
as I desire myself to be loved or 
forgiven oi others. 

And truly I do not expound that 
of contending earnestly for the 
Truth to be in reproaches and J9a5- 
sions, in Replies and Rejoinders, 
and many Books; but in Spirit, 
and spiritual afiFection, and pure 
manifestation of the same Truth, 
Sir, your Friend, 

John Saltmarsii. 
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for iw, is truth : 

^11 righteousnes 

eousness which i 

that which is 

^aces, ^c. and 

^ is made un 
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And to lay Chfist hath done all 
these for na, fintin hxmMelf^ and 
then in %$ thioagh hwuelf^ I hope 
iaaneh anHercfSfaaweallhelieTe. 
It may be» my want of clearer 
Bxplaaation mi^ it be taken for 
Hitntfy; which I hope will now 
be jvdged more candidly to be a 

Nor can this ( That Chriii hath 
cM graces and perfection in him* 
•e{^pnii?e tlmt we stand in need of 
none in ns, no Faith nor Repent- 
amee in.ns, nor mortification of 
m in nsy no more than Panfe 
Doctrine of Qrace and Faiths and 
the Christian to be under Grace, 
deatroy the Law, or make void 
Faith, or cauae men to sm that 
Qraee may abound. 

I never yet denied the Graces 
and FrtdU of the Sjnrit of 6od» 
which appear in Faith, Repent" 
once, new Obedience, Morti^ca- 
Hon of sin, aa may be seen in all 
thmgs I hare written. It may be 
I mayapeak Truth in such a no- 
tion or conception, or measure of 
light aa I have received it in, and 
not in another's. The Christian, 
at the English or French, can only 
8peak in hie own Tongue or Lau- 
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guage, till the Lord be one^ and 
his name one amongst us : and in 
the mean time, let us jud^ Heresy 
by the Truth in Scripture, and in 
the Spirit ; not as it seems to us so, 
or appears so, perhaps not for want 
of true light in what is written but 
more light to what is already wri^ 
ten, to make it more clearly appear 
true light. 

To Master Knolls^ the 
Author of a Book, called 
The shinifig of a flaming 
Fire, 8^c. written against 
me, as to the point oj 
Baptism. 

Dear Brother, 

I HAVE been long silent, not 
because what you wrote had 
prevailed in me to believe the Or- 
dinance of Baptism by water, so 
practised, of that necessity, or oi 
t\i2iipure and Apostolic practice in 
these times, since the outward 
Court given to the Gentiles hath 
been trodden down, and the gifts 
of Spirit, which was the glory and 
life of those visible administrations 
then, novj t^\L^ii vn vj • But I was 
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^ Hot very hasty, because I know it 
^^^ii not man that teacheth Truth, john4 

• but God ; Ye shall be all taught 
t of Ood. There are three things I 
»~ - propound to you, with many other. 
^^ 1. That all that 5ap/ize now by 

IS the power of teaching, {Go teach Macs 

^' and baptize) do teach in the same 

i^ gift the disciples that baptized 

. formerly did teach ; that is, as the 

oracles of God, in the pure mani- 

-> ^BStation of the Spirit of God, else 

that Command, Go teach and bap- 

_ tize, belongs not to disciples o. 

^ less pure, less certain, and less 

^ infallible teaching, as all disciples 

; How in mystical Babylon ; or the 

flesh, are ; but to disciples of the 

*>jfir8t anointing, or ^r5^ /rMt7« of 

the Spirit, such as the Apostles 

• "Were, and such as Philip and 
£ Ananias, and the brethren with 
/ I^eter, Sfc. 

2. That the Baptism of i^a/cr 
f is Christ's Baptism, or his acfwi- 
jj£ nistration ; but it is Johns and his 
^ Ministery : I come baptizing with 
^' ic;a^^r ; ^u^ Ae shall baptize you 
-A t&i^A the Holy Ghost : And there- 
^ fore Christ never gave it to his 
^* disciples in their first Commission 



Christ baptiz 

ministration, 

with you, or t 

3. Thatth 
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||id spiritual immersion, as to the 
jjpjateries of God, and of being 
;iade by one Spirit one with CAm^, 
ine in his death, buried with him 
w Baptism^ S^c, to be of a mere 
JSUral, elementary signification, 

etc be meant of water only, 
from this, pressing it as ne- 

^ And further, there is no little 
pttstake of that in the Hebrews, 
iviiere the doctrine of Baptisms 
fp reckoned amongst i^q first prin' 
tiples of the doctrine of Christ ; 
»liereas those ^r5^ p*tncipZe5 are 
l^ekoned in the Hebrews, not as if Heb. t 
iO of them were things to be for 
' the principles of every Chris- 
n, but of the doctrine of Christ 
fa some of those things, as to that 
f^FC; those things being first 
kooght forth in that ministration 
of Christ' then: for if it were 
odierwise, and all they of necessity 
at the first principles, then where 
is the other Baptism of gifts there 
mentioned in the Word ? For the BettvT 
word is Baptisms, not Baptism, JJ^,*^" 
And further, the Apostle rather 
calls Christians up higher, more 
into Spirit : Wherefore leaving, 
sdth he, the doctrine of Christ, 
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Heb. 6. 1, let us go on to perfection^ 
that which is perfect ; whi 
Christ himself. As if he s^ 
say, Let us he no more weak C 
tians, but such as seek high^ 
more excellent things. 

I refer you to the Doctri 
Baptisms here in my Book, y 
I have not controversially wi 
but in meekness, aad plair 
tinction of things. 

Nor am I against Baptis 
water, if administered accc 
to the measure of light ye ai 
der, and not in an Apostolic* 
cessity and pressure, and as 
viding Ordinance to the un 
the Spirit of God in Christie 

Dear Sir, I love and i 
those true appearances of Go< 
are in you, and rejoice wit) 
in beholding that glory by 
we are all changed from gh 
glory, ^c. and am, your Friei 
Brother in the Lord, 

John Saltmar 
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